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Recreation & Open Space Element 
Goals, Objectives and Policies 
163.3177(6)(e) 

ROS Overall Goal 

To provide open space, recreation sites and recreation facilities. which meet the needs of residents 
and visitors, support City conservation efforts and provide a healthy and aesthetically pleasing 
environment. 

Level of Service Standards for Parks 

ROS Objective 1.1 

Coordinate private and public resources to adequately provide recreation sites and facilities at the 
adopted level of service standards. 

ROS Policy 1.1.1 

To ensure that park facilities keep pace with the impacts of sustained growth and to plan for future 
parks and open space facilities, the City adopts the following level of service standards (LOS): 

• Neighborhood Parks: LOS standard 0.80 acres per 1,000 people 
• Community Parks: LOS standard 1 acre per 1,000 people 
• Regional Parks: LOS standard of 5 acres per 1,000 people 

ROS Policy l.z 1.1.2 

The City shall make an effort to incorporate documented historic and archaeological sites into park 
areas whenever possible to address both recreation and preservation needs. 

ROS Policy 1-.J 1.1.3 

The City will coordinate the development of the projects which are listed m the Capital 
Improvements Element as projects secured with private funding. 

ROS Objective :2 1.2 

The City shall ensure safe public access to the recreation sites arid facilities. The measurable target 
for this objective is public access to the identified recreation sites and facilities. 

ROS:2 



ROS Policy :2.-11.2.1 
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Although the only beaches in the City are in the Anastasia State Recreation Area and are therefore 
not subject to the City's development regulations, the City shall continue to support the policy of 
the State Division of Parks and Recreation in permitting public access to those beaches. The City 
shall continue to provide access to shores and waterways depicted on the Future Land Use Map 
by: (1) continuing to enforce the Future Land Use Plan which allows water-dependent or water 
related uses as permitted uses in every land use classification; and (2) continuing to operate the 
municipal marina. 

ROS Policy ~ 1.2.2 

The City shall correct park and recreation facility deficiencies and provide future parks and 
recreation facilities according to the following priorities: 
1. maintenance, repair and replacement of existing facilities located on existing recreation sites. 
2. development of new facilities, located on existing recreation sites, to correct existing 
deficiencies. 
3. acquisition of new recreation sites to correct existing deficiencies. 
4. development of new · facilities, to be located on new recreation sites, to correct existing 
deficiencies. 
5. development of new facilities, located on existing recreation sites, to provide for future needs. 
6. acquisition of new recreation sites to provide for future needs. 
7. development of new facilities, located on new recreation sites, to provide for future needs. 

ROS Policy 1.2.3 

The City of St. Augustine shall utilize the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) 
guidelines outlined in the Data and Analysis to determine the type and location of parklands. 

ROS Policy 1.2.4 

The Land Development Code shall address standards for park development and improvements, 
which shall include buffering, landscaping, parking and siting facilities. 

ROS Policy 1.2.5 

The City shall utilize the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) as a guideline 
to assist in the evaluation of existing facilities and siting new parks and improvements. 
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Natural Areas and Open Space 

ROS Objective 4 2.1 
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Public agencies and private developments shall provide open space as defined in this element. 

ROS Policy 4 .1 

The following Level of Service Standards shall be provided for all development: Regional Parks 
5.0 acres per 1,000 persons Community Parks 1.0 acre per 1,000 persons Neighborhood Parks 0.8 
acres per 1,000 persons A,Jl residential development of t'.venty five (25) units or more must 
provide, at a minimum, contiguous parkland or open space meeting the level of service standard 
for neighborhood parks for the prajected number of residents based on the average household size 
from the most recent census. For development of twenty five (25) to ninety nine (99) units, this 
parkland or open space must provide at least passive recreational activity. For development of one 
hundred (100) or more units, this parkland or open space must provide at least one (1) active 
recreational facility (preferably one determined to be deficient in the particular planning sector) 
and one (1) passive recreational facility, per one hundred (100) units. Level of Service standards 
for Regional Parks shall be continually coordinated with the State Division of Parks and 
Recreation. The Level of Service standards for Community and Neighborhood Parks not located 
inside the City limits, but providing services to City residents shall be continually coordinated \.Vith 
St. Johns County. This policy implements ROS Objectives 1 and 4. 

ROS Policy 4.-i 2.1.1 

The City shall continue to enforce the Future Land Use Plan and the development regulations 
· contained in the City Code to preserve open space. 

ROS Policy 4.-i 2.1.2 

The Recreation and Open Space classification is intended to designate parks, natural reservations 
and active recreation sites. 

ROS Policy 4.-i 2.1.3 

The newly created Open Land (Conservation) classification is intended to designate open space. 
Additionally, open space is determined on a site specific basis during site plan review and through 
the conservation overlay zone development process. Open space so determined is defined as being 
marshland, swamp, natural or manmade bodies of water, and environmentally sensitive lands 
where local, state or federal regulations prohibit development including land under conservation 
easement, conservatorship or other permanent protection. 
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The City shall continue to investigate and utilize local, state and federal funding programs to 
enhance, acquire and expand recreation and open space facilities and natural reservations. 

ROS Policy 4.J 2.1.5 

The City Code shall continue to contain and implement open space definitions and standards 
established in the Future Land Use Plan and in the Conservation Overlay Zone Development 
section of the Conservation and Coastal Management Element. 

ROS Policy 4.4 2.1.6 

The City shall coordinate with the county and adjacent jurisdictions to acquire lands to be used as 
conservation and open space for the purpose of creating a system of resource based recreational 
trails. To enhance such a trail system, priority shall be given to lands that are adjacent to or by 
some other means are connected to other lands dedicated for such purposes, especially where such 
acquisitions create new or enhanced access to water bodies and shorelines. 

ROS Policy 2.1.7 

The City shall encourage greenways and a recreational trail system that provide extensions or 
connections to existing adjacent municipality, county and state trails. This can include paddling. 

Natural Areas, Open Space and Sustainability 
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Park Maintenance and Joint Use of Facilities 

ROS Objective 3.1 

The City shaHmaintain and improve all City parks in a manner that is consistent with the recreation 
needs of City residents and shall maximize the potential of the individual facilities. 

ROS Policy 3.1.1 

The City's parks and recreational facilities shall be renovated and/or upgraded consistent with the 
Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) to provide improved recreational opportunities. 

ROS Policy 3.1.2 

The City shall maintain an inventory of the location, size, condition, and amenities available at 
each public park. 

ROS Objective 3.2 

The City shall continue to coordinate with the public and private sector to avoid duplication of 
recreation facilities . This shall include provisions for joint use of school board or other public 
agencies' recreation facilities to meet the recreation demands of the City's citizens. 

ROS Policy 3.2.1 

The City shall coordinate with private developers to provide public recreation facilities within their 
development. 

ROS Policy 3.2.2 

The City shall utilize the LOS standards to recommend recreation improvements located within 
private developments. 
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Accessibility 

ROS Objective 4.1 
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Within the planning timeframe, all recreation and open space areas shall be evaluated as to their 
accessibility to all St. Augustine residents regardless of physical condition, age or economic 
condition as outlined in the uniform federal accessibility standards. 

ROS Policy 4.1.1 

All City parks and open space shall provide unobstructed access, when reasonably possible, 
through the following procedures: 

• Existing facilities shall be evaluated and improved, if necessary, within the planning 
timeframe. 

• Any new roadway or sidewalk construction required to access future sites . shall be 
improved to engineering standards established in the Land Development Code. 

• Appropriate safety improvements for the safe ingress and egress to and from recreational 
sites shall be considered. 

ROS Policy 4.1.2 

Any park undergoing renovation shall incorporate wheelchair and bicycle access. 

ROS Policy 4.1.3 

Within the planning timeframe, bicycle racks and park benches shall be provided at all recreational 
sites. 

Historic Preservation and Tourism 
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Introduction 

City of St. Augustine Recreation & Open Space Element 
Draft Data and Analysis June 18, 2019 

Providing recreational opportunities and open space is a foundation of strong neighborhoods, 
communities, and regions. The Recreation and Open Space Element identifies the recreation sites 
within the City that are available to the public and discusses private resources as well. The City 
of St. Augustine currently includes approximately 757 acres of parkland. In addition, St. 
Augustine is fortunate to have significant riverine and marsh environments associated with the 
Tolomato, San Sebastian and Matanzas rivers, Salt Run and Anastasia State Park. These areas 
border the uplands of the City and contribute to the unique character of the city. The 
surrounding area including the city also provides recreational and economic opportunities for 
tourism, fishing, sailing, boating and enjoying the outdoors. 

As a tourist destination the city is unique in its appeal to visitors, regional and county residents, 
and its own citizen quality of life. 

Purpose 

The Recreation and Open Space Element is a required comprehensive plan element under 
Florida's Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act 
(Chapter 163, Florida Statutes). The Recreation and Open Space Element must indicate a 
comprehensive system of public and private sites for recreation. This may include natural 
reservations, parks, playgrounds, parkways, open spaces, waterways, and other recreational 
facilities. The Recreation and Open Space Element must also include level of service standards 
for the amount of recreation available as development occurs. The Recreation and Open Space 
Element serves as a guide for the development and use of public land within the City of St. 
Augustine and recognizes private resources. This includes creating an efficient pattern and 
location of recreational opportunities designed to serve all sectors of the population. The 
Recreation and Open Space Element contains goals, objectives and policies to maintain and 
expand the existing recreation network. 

Inventory of Existing Recreation & Open Space Facilities 

Park Classifications 

Parks . can be classified in a number of ways and serve a variety of functions, from providing 
open space in urban areas to large athletic complexes. The size of the park, the population 
served, the service area, and the types of activities within the park generally determine its 
classification. Park activities can be active, such as soccer fields and basketball courts; or 
passive, such as picnicking or birdwatching. In addition to the type of activity, parks can be 
classified as resource-based and activity-based. A resource-based park is located near a specific 
natural feature, such as a river, forest or lake, or a cultural resource such as a historic building. 
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Activity-based parks rely less on the natural landscape and more on improveinents for specific 
uses such as baseball fields, tennis courts, or pools. Active and passive recreational activities can 
occur in both resource- and activity-based parks. 

Parks can be further classified by park type. In general, these designations are neighborhood, 
community, and regional. A neighborhood park is intended to serve a small area, typically within 
walking distance. A community park might serve several neighborhoods. Visitors to a 
community park might walk, bike, or drive. A regional park will serve an entire city or county 
and requires significantly more parking, as most guests must drive to visit the park. 

Overview of Recreation Standards & Guidelines 

The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) establishes general standards for parks 
by type. Standards relate primarily to size, service area, and improvements. The following is an 
outline of NRP A guidelines. 

Neighborhood Parks 

Neighborhood parks are generally used by the immediate community and are not designed for 
extensive programmed activities. They could be next to a public school and may incorporate 
practice areas, green spaces, and multi-purpose courts. In more urbanized areas these parks 
should ideally be accessible by foot or bicycle. In suburban areas neighborhood parks should be 
accessible by bicycle or a short drive. Some characteristics of neighborhood parks are: 

• 1 to 10 acres 
• 1 acre per 1,000 people 
• 1A to Yi mile service area 
• Located in or adjacent to neighborhoods 
• Compatible with the character of the surrounding area 
• Accessible by walking, bicycling, or driving 
• Casual atmosphere with very few organized activities 
• Balance of open areas and improvements such as playgrounds, multi-purpose courts, 

picnic areas, walkways, and benches/pavilions 

Community Parks 

A community park serves a broader area and provides a wide range of athletic opportunities, 
organized team sports, and cultural programs. It is the primary location for typical recreation 
programs and activities in a larger community context. A community park could be located next 
to a public school or other municipal complex. These parks are intended to provide a community . 
gathering place and should be designed with enough flexibility to accommodate a variety of 
recreation and cultural services. 
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Identifying characteristics of community parks are: 

• 5 to 20 acres 
• 3 acres per 1,000 people 
• Up to 3 mile service radius in urban areas 
• Up to 6 mile service radius in rural areas 
• Accessible by walking, bicycling, or driving; most often driving 
• Usually located near a major collector or arterial road 
• Developed more intensely than neighborhood parks 
• Primarily activity-based 
• Serves the needs of several neighborhoods 
• May include more significant improvements such as sport-specific fields, swimming 

pools, and indoor recreation centers 
• Natural areas will be incorporated into overall activity-based design 
• May be home to other community services such as law enforcement substations or 

libraries 

Regional Parks 

A regional park is generally resource-based and focused around a lake, river, or other naturally 
occurring feature. These parks are usually very large and provide activities such as camping, 
canoeing, fishing, or equestrian activities. Regional parks are often coupled with other 
environmentally sensitive land for enhanced protection. Generally, regional parks serve all or 
part of several counties. The following characteristics are common to regional parks: 

• Greater than 50 acres 
• 30 acres per 1,000 people 
• Improvements and programs similar to a community park, but on a larger scale 
• Service area up to a 60 minute drive 
• Access is primarily by car, public transportation, or bicycle trails 

Open Space 

Open space is a key component of a community's recreation system. Open space is usually 
defined as undeveloped land used for passive recreation and/or conservation areas. There are 
three classifications for open space: utilitarian, environmentally sensitive, and 
corridors/greenways. Utilitarian open space provides resource, based recreation and protects 
natural resources and/or aesthetic features. Environmentally sensitive open space is usually not 
suitable for development due to ecological value. Recreation in environmentally sensitive open 
space is usually limited to activities that will preserve the land and result in little to no impact on 
the resource. Greenways are linear open spaces located along natural corridors including rivers, 
creeks, shorelines, or scenic roads. Greenways are often used to connect other parks or open 
space areas. 

ROS: 3 



City of St. Augustine Recreation & Open Space Element 
Draft Data and Analysis June 18, 2019 

Inventory of Federal, State, County & Municipal Parks Serving St. 
Augustine 

The following Table X outlines the City's parks by type. There are 10 neighborhood parks, 18 
community parks, 1 regional and eight (8) specialty type parks within the city limits. Thi.s is a 
total of 757 acres of designated parkland within the city. The inventory also includes very, 
unique tourist attractions including the Plaza de la Constitucion, Spanish colonial redoubt 
reconstruction, Fort Mose, the Castillo de San Marcos, and the Lighthouse, and the Lighthouse 
Keepers restored residential structure. 

These resources are historic, and unique features attracting tourists and visitors to the city. 

a e : Hyo . T bl X C"t f St A ugus me ar s f p k 
St. 

Acreage City Johns State Federal Facilities 
County 

Neighborhood 
Parks (10) 
Davenport Park 0.74 X Playground, 

picnic, carousel 
Oglethorpe Park 0.64 X Marker, benches 
Twine Park 0.15 X Benches 
Hamilton Upchurch 2.29 X Scateboard, 

benches 
Nelmar Terrace 0.13 X Marker, benches 
Railway Park 0.49 X Passive 
Gary Lee Park 0.09 X Passive 
Maria Sanchez Lake 10.00 X Passive, benches 
Fullerwood Park 0.54 X Playground, 

community 
garden 

RB Hunt School 3.75 X Soccer, multiuse 
fields fields 
Neighborhood sub- 15.07 
total 

Community Parks 
(18) 
Plaza 1.21 X Passive, 

Gazebo/bandshell 
Government yard 0.42 X Passive, benches 
Anderson Circle 0.44 X Passive 
Santo Domingo 0.17 X Historic 
redoubt 
Redoubt Wall Park 0.48 X Historic 
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Parque de 0.89 X 
Menendez 
Joe Pomar Jr Park 51.09 X 

Eddie Vickers Park 12.30 X 

Galimore Center 2.26 X 

Swing Park 0.57 X 

St. Augustine 0.41 X 
Carpet Golf 
Gibbs Park 1.24 X 
Zora Neale Hurston 0.36 X 
Memorial Park 
Dr. Robert B. 13.54 X 
Hayling Freedom 
Park 
Inlet Park 0.30 X 

Davis Shores Park 0.41 X 
230 Charlotte Street 0.07 X 
Cordova Street 0.11 X 
Community sub- 86.27 
total 

Re2ional Parks (1) 
Anastasia State 566 

within 
the city, 

1,499 . 
total 

Re2ional sub-total 566 

City of St. Augustine Recreation & Open Space Element 
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reconstruction 
Historic 

Ballfields, dog 
park, 

conservation 
access, 

restrooms, 
concess10ns 
Playground, 
ballfields, 

walking path, 
restrooms 

Community 
Center, pool 
Playground, 
picnic tables 

Historic, carpet 
golf 

Passive 
Passive 

Passive, walking 
trail 

Passive, open 
space 

Passive 
Passive 

, Passive 

I 

X Regional 
recreation beach 
( approximate I y 
5,314 linear feet 
within the city), 
. . . 

p1cmc, campmg, 
pavilions, 

concess10n, 
boardwalk, water 

access 
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Water Access (3) 
Vilano Boat Ramp 6.18 

Municipal Marina 4.22 X 

J Edward "Red" 6.55 X 
Cox Recreation 
Area 
Water Access sub- 16.95 
total 

Special Purpose (5) 
Ketterlinus Gym 0.63 

Fort Mose State 43.42 
Park 

Castillo de San 17.72 
Marcos 
Francis Field 7.17 X 

Lighthouse Park 0.51 

Special Purpose 69.45 
sub-total 
Grand Total 757.49 (30) 
Source: City of St. Augustine, 2019 

X 

X 

(3) 
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Boat ramp, 
pavilion, bait 

. shop, parking 
Full marina 

services 
Boat ramp, 
playground, 

parking 

Indoor gym, 
weight room, 

outdoor 
basketball courts 

X Historic, nature 
trail, pavilion, 

restrooms, 
museum 

X Historic 

All, purpose 
event field, tennis 

courts 
Historic, 
museum, 

concess10n, 
tennis courts 

(2) (1) 

In addition, facilities that could be listed include the City Gates, Hispanic Gardens, San Augustin 
Government House, Doctor Peck House Museum, Lightner Museum, the Mission Nombre de 
Dios Museum, St. Augustine Historical Society, and Ximenez Fatio House Museum, and many 
other historic nonprofit attractions. 

The city, limits, includes approximately 168,574 acres of water as part of the environmental 
landscape attracting tourists, visitors, and outdoor sports enthusiasts to the . area. The St. 
Augustine Inlet provides direct access to the Atlantic Ocean beyond the beaches and barrier 
islands. 
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Recreation & Open Space Standards & Guidelines 

Park Acreage Standards 

The following standards are adopted as the level of service guidelines for parks and recreation 
for the City of St. Augustine. 

T bl X P kA St d d a e . ar creage an ar s . 
Park Type Area per 1,000 people 

Regional Park 5 acres 
Community Park 1 acres 
Neighborhood Park 0.80 acres 
Source: City of St. Augustine Comprehensive Plan 

Guidelines for Resources & Facilities 

The State of Florida establishes service standards for common recreation facilities as part of the 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). The guidelines assist the City in 
evaluating existing facilities and siting new parks and improvements. The SCORP standards are 
not intended to be binding and instead should be used to locate deficiencies and opportunities. 

Table X: Resource and Facility Guidelines 
Activity Resource/Facility Population Served 

Camping (tent) 1 acre of camp area 6,750 
Fishing 800 feet of dock/jetty 5,000 
Hiking One mile of trail 6,750 

Baseball 1 field 6,000 
Softball 1 field 3,500 

Basketball 1 court 5,000 
Football/Soccer/Rugby 1 field 6,000 

General play 1 play area 15,000 
Golf 1 public course 70,000 

Racquetball/handball 1 court 10,000 
· Tennis 1 court 2,500 

. . Volleyball 1 court 6,000 
Source: State of Florida 2005 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

Park Acreage & Population 

By 2040, St. Augustine' s population is projected to reach 19,330 people. This is based on the 
methodology used in the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan. Table X 
extrapolates the projected population over the planning horizon using the Bureau of Economic 
and Business Research (BEBR) 2015 medium projections. 

ROS: 7 



City of St. Augustine Recreation & Open Space Element 
Draft Data and Analysis June 18, 2019 

St. Augustine 

St. Johns County 

Table X: City of St. Augustine Population Projections, 
2015-2040 

Census 2010 2015 2020 2025 
12,975 13,590 14,042 14,790 

190,039 213,566 255,300 295,800 

2030 2040 
16,480 19,330 

329,600 386,600 
Sources: 2015 BEBR Statistical Abstract, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) 

Table X shows the level of service for available recreation facilities based on these accepted 
populations projections. 

Table X: Level of Service Analysis 

Park Type 
Area per 1,000 Needed Acres 

Existing Acres 
people (2010-2040 Horizon) 

Regional Park 5 acres 96.65 566.00 
Community Park 1 acres 19.33 86.27 

Neighborhood Parks 0.80 acres 15.46 18.82 
Water access facilities 16.95 

Special purpose 69.45 
Total park acres 757.49 . 

Total wetland acres 3857.78 
Source: State of Fl01i da 2013 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, FDEP Florida Recreation 
and Parks Inventory, St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) 2014 Land Cover and City of 
St. Augustine GIS, 2019 

Based on the adopted Level of Service analysis, the City demonstrates an abundance of 
recreational acreage. 

Recreational Programs & Facilities 

Strategies for Improvements & Expansions 

St. Augustine is adequately served based on current level of service standards for recreation. 
However, the City recognizes the potential need for neighborhood parks within the planning 
timeframe and will explore options for creating new opportunities within the city limits in order 
to maintain and expand the existing recreation facilities . One strategy the City may implement is 
to require new developments to provide recreational facilities as part of their overall site plan. 
The category and amount of recreational area provided would correlate to the type and intensity · 
of development. For instance, a residential development may be required to dedicate acreage to 
serve as a neighborhood or community park. The park may have more improvements and 
program related facilities. Alternately, it may be more appropriate for a commercial or industrial 
development to dedicate an area for a community or regional park focusing on natural features or 
conservation. 

For example, as part of the Antigua development, 10 acres have been dedicated as recreation. 
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St. Augustine will also continue to work with adjacent jurisdictions and state agencies to 
encourage the preservation of open land and accessibility to parkland resources near or adjacent 
to the city. The Future Land Use and Conservation and Coastal Management Elements will 
encourage the preservation of environmentally sensitive lands through a mix of land 
development policies and incentives. These lands may be · used for recreational purposes, 
although their ultimate use could be determined by the terms of the easement or protection 
mechanism and the agency responsible for management of the site. 

Funding Sources 

Funding for park improvements and acquisitions will most likely come from grants. The City 
has used FRDAP grants in the past for the Joe Pomar Jr. Park, Eddie Vickers, and the Lighthouse 
Park and J Edward "Red" Cox Recreation facilities. 

Intergovernmental Coordination 

The city regularly coordinates with the National Park Service, the State, and the County 
regarding needs related to providing and maintaining park facilities within the City. The City 
anticipates continued coordination with any proposed trail system, bicycle or pedestrian 
improvements and associated events in and through the city. A greenway and trail system 
including paddling can- be utilized to encourage connections between recreational sites, open 
spaces, historic sites, and the beaches. 

Protect, Enhance & Expand Open Spaces 

The City continues to protect open spaces through its conservation overlay zone development 
process. This process limits development in environmentally sensitive areas and requires 
development waterward of the most restrictive jurisdictional line or in environmentally sensitive 
areas to be reviewed by the City Planning and Zoning Board. Proposed development landward 
and within 100 feet of a jurisdictional line requires additional development considerations and/or 
review by the Planning and Zoning Board. Lastly, there are also detailed requirements and 
considerations for removing trees and potentially impacting tree canopy within the city as part of 
the three (3) types of conservation overlay zone development review. 

Additionally, as part of the update to the Comprehensive Plan the city is creating an Open Land 
(Conservation) land use category to designate and recognize undevelopable marshlands as a 
conservation type category separate from uplands designated as Open Land which are potentially 
developable. This new category would designate the approximately 3,858 acres of wetlands in 
the city, and any other areas deemed undevelopable by legal instrument for permanent protection 
as conservation area. 

The city has also created a definition and assigned property as "undeveloped conservation 
parklands". The adopted definition refers to property that shall remain in a natural, undeveloped 
state in order to preserve and protect the natural resources of the property for the benefits of 
wildlife, the ecosystem and for future generations to appreciate and study. 
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It is difficult to expand open spaces in an area that is mostly built out, but the city's recognition 
and emphasis on protecting open spaces, view sheds, environmentally sensitive lands, trees and 
tree canopy, as well as, potential corridors and greenways linking these areas is a long-standing 
priority. 

Historic Resources 

As the oldest continuously occupied European settlement in the United States, St Augustine is a 
unique blend of old, world charm, history, Florida land boom, post war, and mid-century Florida 
beach tourism. It appeals to all types of tourists, international, as well as, from across the States, 
region and local areas. The Colonial Town Plan, on the National Register creates a pedestrian 
friendly area adjacent to the Old Fort. 

The~e are several private and nonprofit potential destinations that are listed in the State Florida 
Outdoor Recreation Inventory that contribute to recreation options as well. They include: the 
Conch House Marina Resort, Oyster Creek, Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, St. 

' Augustine Alligator Farm, Fountain of Youth Museum and Park, Ripley's Believe-it-or-not 
Museum, Zorayda Castle Museum, Oldest Store Museum, Oasis Marine Services, State Park 
Campground, Old Sugar Mill Museum, Old Jail Museum, Oldest Wooden School House 
Museum, St. Augustine YMCA, and Flagler College. 

These entities contribute to the character of the city and work to maintain these older structures 
through adaptive reuse and allowing the public access to these resources and properties. 

Availability of Recreational Programs & Facilities 

Existing Programs 

As discussed, there are several recreational and open space facilities of all sizes available to the 
citizens of St. Augustine. In addition to local parks and natural areas, St. Johns County Parks 
and Recreation Department, as well as, other organizations offer an extensive array of organized 
sports programs. These programs are offered for all age groups throughout the year and include: 

• Soccer 

• Volleyball 

• Wrestling 

• Bask~tball 

• Baseball/Little League 

• Flag Football 

• Track and field 

• Lacrosse 

• Cheerleading 

• Softball 

• Tennis 

• Swimming 
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The County offers several youth programs that are partnerships with other local and/or non-profit 
agencies such as the Boys and Girls Club, the YMCA or the Police Athletic League (PAL), 
Ancient City Soccer, St. Johns Little League, Pop Warner and other providers. 

Opportunities for Improvements 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Access 

Through its Mobility Planning the city is encouraging safer pedestrian and bicycle opportunities 
and options. If the City can continue to encourage the use of alternative forms of transportation, 
and a "park once" experience the stress and pressures of visiting St. Augustine should be 
reduced. This may also reduce the stress on the City's infrastructure, as well as, the residents. 

Expansion and Improvements to Existing Facilities 

The City will continue to pursue function and maintenance improvements regarding existing 
recreation facilities, as well as potential expansion opportunities for the City and County 
residents to utilize. This includes encouraging and improving access to facilities and providing 
safe entrances and exits to and from recreational sites . 

. Tourism 

Improving the tourist experience, which is a large part of the local economy will help to sustain 
that aspect, but it may also reduce the impacts of tourism on the city itself, and the residents who 
live here. 

According to the St. Johns County Tourist Development Council (TDC) over 6 million visitors 
came to St. Johns County to visit . the area. Almost 96% said they walked the City's downtown 
historic district. In 2017 almost 877,000 visitors toured the Old Fort, on average 73,000 per 
month. · 

The entire city is impacted by tourism, site seeing and recreation. 

Conclusion 

The City of St. Augustine has ample recreation opportumt1es available to its citizens and 
functions as a major attraction to the area as a whole. The continued maintenance, and the City's 
ability to offer the maximum recreational opportunities for existing facilities, as well as, 
requiring new developments to preserve, protect and provide recreation and open space provide 
the citizens a valuable, asset. 
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