
 

 

 

Resolution 2020-39 Notice: Rules of Decorum 

The speaker may present their viewpoint in this limited public forum without using 

terminology or gestures that cause a disruptive environment for public officials in the 

discharge of their duties or cause a disruptive environment hostile to the participation 

of other members of the public.  Any person violating the rules of decorum as described in this section 

or otherwise displaying disruptive behavior, such as but not limited to, shouting, noisemaking, issuing 

threats, harassing or intimidating members of the public, interfering with the duties of elected or 

appointed officials and City staff during a public meeting, or otherwise interrupting or disrupting the 

proceedings may be removed from the public assembly pursuant to law.   

Each speaker must comply with the following rules of decorum when addressing the commission, 

board or committee: 

• The speaker may not address the commission, board or committee from the audience. 

• The speaker may only approach the podium to speak when recognized by the chairperson.   

• The speaker may not approach the dais without the chairperson’s permission. 

• The speaker must direct questions and comments at the commission, board or committee, 

through the chairperson.   

• The speaker must observe the time limits set for public comment. 

• The speaker at a public hearing must limit his or her comments to the subject of the hearing. 

• The speaker must avoid making irrelevant, repetitive, personal, impertinent or slanderous 

comments. 

 

A speaker violating these rules of decorum or otherwise disrupting a meeting 

may be gaveled out of order by the chairperson, and if the speaker willfully 

refuses to abide by the lawful order of the chairperson to cede the floor and 

cease and desist all disruptive behavior, the speaker may be removed for 

disrupting a public assembly pursuant to Chapter 871.01, Florida Statutes. 

 

All members of the public, City Commission, staff, appointed board or committee 

members are required to wear a face covering over the nose and mouth at all 

times while in the meeting room in accordance with Administrative Order 20-17. 
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CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE CITY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2021 ­ 5:00 PM 

ALCAZAR ROOM 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

♦ Roll Call 

♦ Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 

♦ Modification and Approval of REGULAR AGENDA 

3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS OR FOR AGENDA ITEMS NOT REQUIRING A 

SEPARATE PUBLIC HEARING 

♦ 3 minutes per individual 

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
6. APPEALS 

 
7. GENERAL PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, ITEMS OF GREAT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE, AND OTHER ITEMS 

REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(PRESENTATIONS (MAXIMUM OF 10 MINUTES PER PRESENTATION). PRESENTATIONS FOR 

COMMISSION MEETINGS MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE CITY MANAGER FOR APPROVAL NO LATER 

THAN TEN (10) WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT CITY COMMISSION MEETING. A PRESENTATION 

SUPPORT SERVICES REQUEST (AVAILABLE ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE) MUST ACCOMPANY ALL 

PRESENTATIONS. 
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7.A. General Public Presentations 

7.B. Items of Great Public Importance 
 

7.B.1. Review of the findings of the City's audit committee and presentation of the 

Comprehensive Annual Financial report by David Howie, CPA of Masters, Smith & 

Wisby P.A. (M. Simpson, Director Finance) 

7.C. Other Items Requiring Public Hearing 

7.C.1. Shipyards property amended Development Agreement. (D. Birchim, Director 

Planning and Building) 

8. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ‐ PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED 
 

8.A. Ordinances ‐ Second Reading 

8.A.1. Ordinance 2021‐07: Revises the City's Sewer Use Ordinance to implement the 

Environmental Protection Agency Dental Amalgam Rule and pharmaceutical 

hazardous waste ban. (T. Grant, Director Utilities) 

8.B. Ordinances ‐ First Reading (only if required by law) 

8.C. Resolutions ‐ Public Hearing (only if required by law) 
 

9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS – NO PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED 
 

9.A. Ordinances ‐ First Reading 

9.A.1. Ordinance 2021‐04: Amends the Sebastian Inland Harbor Planned Unit 

Development. (D. Birchim, Director Planning and Building) 

9.A.2. Ordinance 2021‐06: Amends the City's sign code. (I. Lopez, City Attorney) 

9.A.3. Ordinance 2021‐08: Amends the definition of "bar, cocktail lounge, saloon or 

tavern" to be inclusive of any business that provides on‐site sales and consumption 

of alcohol. (I. Lopez, City Attorney) 

9.A.4. Ordinance 2021‐09: Formalizes basic procedural regulations for processing 

statutory development agreements. (I. Lopez, City Attorney) 

9.B. Resolutions 

9.B.1. Resolution 2021‐23: Designates wild‐caught shrimp as the official seafood of the 

City. (D. Galambos, City Clerk) 
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10. STAFF REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

10.A. Presentation by Jessica Beach, P.E., Chief Resilience Officer, Tricia Kyzar, University 

of Florida PhD Candidate and Dr. Eban Bean, PE Principal Investigator University of 

Florida with the results of the study to assess the vulnerability of on‐site treatment 

and disposal systems to sea level rise and storm surge. (J. Beach, Chief Resiliency 

Officer) 

10.B. Application to reduce or eliminate lien at 13 Douglas Avenue, review of Code 

Enforcement Board recommendation. (D. Birchim, Director Planning and Building) 

11. ITEMS BY CITY ATTORNEY 
 

11.A. Legislative tracking (No Presentation) (D. May, Assistant City Attorney) 

11.B. Satisfactions and Releases of Utility Mortgages at 509 South Ponce de Leon 

Blvd. ‐  Hydra Holdings, LLC. (I. Lopez, City Attorney) 

12. ITEMS BY CITY CLERK 
 

12.A. Request for one appointment to the Code Enforcement Adjustment and Appeals 

Board. (D. Galambos, City Clerk) 

13. ITEMS BY CITY MANAGER 

13.A. Request to modify West Augustine Community Redevelopment Area Connection Fee 
Payment Policy.  (J. Regan, City Manager) 

 
14. ITEMS BY MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS 

 
15. ADJOURN 

NOTICES: In accordance with Florida Statute 286.0105: “if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with 

respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, 

he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 

upon which the appeal is to be based.” ***In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 

accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the individual or agency sending notice not later than seven days prior 

to the proceeding at the address given on the notice. Telephone 904‐825‐1007; 1‐800‐955‐8771 (TDB) or 1‐800‐955‐8770 (V) via Florida 

Relay Services. ***The City of St. Augustine encourages anyone wishing to present the invocation at city commission meetings to contact 

the City Clerk’s office, to be placed on the rotation list, and encourages people of all religious affiliations or of no religious affiliation to 

present a non‐denominational invocation to inspire us in the work of the City Commission. The materials prepared and presented are 

part of the City’s ongoing Florida Public Records and Government in the Sunshine compliance and are not intended to be relied upon or 

to reach investors or the trading markets. 
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CONSENT AGENDA ‐ APRIL 26, 2021 

 

 

CA.1. Preview of upcoming Commission meetings. 

CA.2. THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES ARE TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR SECOND READING ON 

MAY 10, 2021: 

 

• Ordinance 2021‐04 

• Ordinance 2021‐06 

• Ordinance 2021‐08 

• Ordinance 2021‐09 

CA.3. Reminder of Upcoming Meetings: 

 

• May 10, 2021, 5pm, City Commission Meeting 

• May 11, 2021, 8:30am, Strategic Planning and Mid-Year Budget Analysis Meeting 

• May 24, 2021, 5pm, City Commission Meeting 
 

CA.4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PRIOR COMMISSION MEETINGS: 

 

• March 8, 2021, Regular City Commission Meeting 

CA.5. RELEASES OF LIEN FOR UNIT CONNECTION FEE MORTGAGE(S): NONE. 

• 1431 Masters Drive ‐ Rebecca Petersen for Stonecutters 77, LLC 

 
• 401 Rodriquez Street ‐ Roots Woodworking, LLC 

CA.6. PROPOSED PROCLAMATIONS, CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION/RECOGNITION. 

(COMMISSION APPROVAL REQUIRED). (TO BE READ AT A SUBSEQUENT MEETING). 

NONE. 

CA.7. NOTIFICATION OF PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION ISSUED: 

 
Proclamation 2021‐08: Proclaims May 2021 as Garden for Wildlife Month. (B. Blonder, 

Commissioner) 

CA.8. Approval of ResilientStAug and Resilient Heritage branding. (M. Wissel, Director 

Communications) 

CA.9. Approval of use of City Seal by the Tax Collectors Association Spring Conference per 

request from St. Johns County Tax Collector, Dennis Hollingsworth. (D. Galambos, City 

Clerk) 
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CA.10. Second quarter legal report. (I. Lopez, City Attorney) 

CA.11. Second quarter Public Works and Utilities Update. (R. Franklin, Director Public Works and 

    T. Grant Director Utilities) 

CA.12.  Approval of statement in the amount of $6,637.50 from Cavendish Partners, PA for legal 

services in the MASCI General Contractor, Inc. matter. 

 

 

End Consent Agenda 
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CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE 

 
 
 
 
 
M E M OR A N D U M 
 
 
 
TO: John P. Regan, P.E. 
 City Manager 
 
 
DATE: April 19, 2021 
 
 
RE: Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2020 
 

The City’s 2020 Comprehensive Annual Report is included here for your review and 
approval.  Mr. David Howie, CPA of Masters, Smith & Wisby, P.A. will present the report and be 
available for any questions you may have. This report is being reviewed by the audit committee 
on Wednesday Ar.  As a reminder, the audit committee consists of the Mayor, two outside 
independent certified public accountants and a member of City staff.   

 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mark Simpson, CPA 
Finance Director 
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Located on Saint Augustine’s historic bayfront, 1 Anderson Circle was originally built 

between 1899 and 1904. It served as a residence for Mr. Charles F. Hamblen and his wife 

Antonia. Mr. Hamblen was a prominent local businessman and established a hardware 

store in 1875 that would later become Florida’s oldest hardware store and one of the oldest 

businesses in Saint Augustine.  

After his death, Mr. Hamblen requested in his will that the house be left to “The Hamblen 

Club”. It became a clubhouse for the city’s working men to congregate and included a 

restaurant, billiards, dominoes, and card games. 

Between the early 1940s to 2018 the building housed the American Legion Post Number 

37. The post is noted as having one of the first woman American Legion commanders

in the United States. Today, the building features a Mediterranean Revival style and is

currently undergoing a period of transition.

Cover Photo: St. Augustine Historical Society Research Library

Hamblen House/American Legion Building, 1 Anderson Circle, Circa 1927
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                         Mark E. Simpson, CPA
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March 31, 2021 

Honorable Mayor and Commissioners 
City of St. Augustine, Florida 

Mayor and Commissioners: 

The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the City of St. Augustine, Florida, for the fiscal 
year ended September 30, 2020, is submitted herewith, pursuant to Florida Statutes Chapter 
166.241 (4) and Chapter 10.550 of the Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. This 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report was prepared by the staff of the City's Financial Services 
Department, therefore, responsibility for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and 
fairness of the presentation, including all disclosures, rests with the City. The City believes the 
data, as presented, is accurate in all material aspects, is presented in a manner designed to fairly 
set forth the financial position and results of activity of its various funds, and all disclosures 
necessary to enable the readers to gain maximum understanding of the City's financial activity 
have been included. 

The City is responsible for establishing and maintaining internal controls to provide reasonable, 
but not absolute, assurance regarding the safeguarding of assets against loss from unauthorized use 
or disposition, the reliability of financial records for preparing financial statements, and 
maintaining accountability for assets. The concept of reasonable assurance recognizes that the cost 
of a control should not exceed the benefits. The evaluation of this relationship is a responsibility 
of City management. The City believes that these controls adequately safeguard City assets as well 
as provides reasonable assurance for properly recording transactions. 

The independent accounting firm of Masters, Smith & Wisby, P.A., whose report is included 
herein, has audited the City’s financial statements. The goal of the independent audit is to provide 
reasonable assurance that the financial statements of the City are free of material misstatements. 
The independent audit involved examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements, assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by City management, and evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.  
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of the State of Florida. The City operates under a City Manager form of government. Five 
commission members, including the mayor, are elected at-large on a non-partisan basis. Four of 
the seats are staggered four-year terms with the mayor’s seat elected every two years. The City 
Commission appoints the City Manager who directs the business of the City and its various 
departments. The City Commission determines policy, adopts legislation, approves the budget, 
sets taxes, and appoints the City Attorney, the City Clerk, and members of various boards and 
committees. 

The City budget process begins in March and concludes in September with two public hearings. 
The budgets are prepared by each department and submitted to the budget committee for review. 
The budgets are then balanced and approved by the legal governing body. The General Fund, 
Special Revenue Fund and all Proprietary Funds have legally adopted annual budgets.  The legal 
level of budgetary control is at the fund level without approval of the governing body. Actual 
spending, however, can exceed the appropriated amount of the fund to the extent revenues exceed 
the fund’s budget.  

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 

The City of St. Augustine is located within St. Johns County on the northeast coast of Florida. The 
City’s limited economy is concentrated in tourism, although major employers provide some 
diversification and security. Flagler College, a four-year liberal arts college, the State Headquarters 
of the Florida National Guard, and the Florida State School for the Deaf and the Blind contribute 
greatly to a stable economy.   

Founded by the Spanish 454 years ago, St. Augustine’s historical and resort attractions draw 
millions of visitors every year. Tourism is responsible for more than $1.1 billion annually and 
22,000 jobs for St. Johns County.  It is estimated nearly 9.6 million tourists visit St. Johns County 
annually with St. Augustine being the principal destination.  St. Johns County estimates that less 
than half of these people visit and return home the same day.  This type of tourism, short-term and 
daily visitors, is less affected by downturns in the economy, and has even seen an increase as 
people avoid popular high-priced venues.   

As predicted, the City’s ad valorem tax revenues increased in fiscal year 2020. The growth has 
been due to new construction and renovation activity.  For 2020 the City’s total taxable value 
increased to $2,006,740,125.  This represents the total taxable value for the 2021 budget year and 
results in ad valorem revenue of approximately $14,735,000. 

The City opened the fiscal year recovering from Hurricane Dorian.  Fortunately, this event was 
least impactful, compared to the weather conditions of Hurricanes Matthew and Irma; however, 
our recovery still required extensive effort.  The improvements in our infrastructure and operations 
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of
Net Assets are different because:

See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of
Activities are different because:

See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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See accompanying notes to basic financial statements
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Audits of State and Local Governments
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Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental
Fund Type Definitions .  
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CITY OF ST AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

September 30, 2020 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES: (continued) 

S. Unamortized Bond Premium (Discount) – I need help with this one.

Unamortized bond premium (discount) represent the amount received above or below par on various bond issues.
These costs are being amortized over the life of the respective bond issues using the straight-line method, which is
comparable to the effective interest method.  Unamortized costs at September 30, 2020 are as follows:

Original Cost
Accumulated 
Amortization

Unamortized 
Costs

Beginning of year  $            6,187,780  $ (2,115,098)  $            4,072,682 
Current year additions - (397,842) (397,842)

Current year retirements - - -

End of year  $            6,187,780  $ (2,512,940)  $            3,674,840 

T. Revenue Recognition – Property Taxes

Property tax revenue is recognized when it becomes available and measurable. Property taxes, under Florida law,
are levied on November 1 by the County Tax Appraiser and collected by the County Tax Collector and become a
lien on the property on November 1.

The law allows a four percent discount if paid in November, a three percent discount if paid in December, a two
percent discount if paid in January, and a one percent discount if paid in February. Taxes become delinquent on
April 1 of each year.  Delinquent real estate taxes are advertised during the month of May. Tax certificates are sold
on May 30, at a public sale, against property on which the current taxes have not been paid. If not redeemed within
two years, the property will be subject to an application for tax deed.

In accordance with National Council on Governmental Accounting (NCGA) Interpretation 3, property taxes that
are measurable but not available are reported as deferred revenue. The deferred revenues are recognized in the fiscal
year in which they become available. The City had no taxes subject to this deferral at year-end.

U. Community Redevelopment Area

The City established the HACRA and the LCRA Community Redevelopment special revenue funds to account for
revenues and expenditures related to the community redevelopment areas. The financial results of the areas are
presented as blended component units through the use of a special revenue funds.

For fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, the funds received $827,363 in property tax revenue and a $1,213,439
transfer from the general fund. The City transfer included the City’s portion of the tax increment.

V. Expenditures

Expenditures are recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. Inventory costs are reported in the period
when inventory items are used, rather than in the period purchased. The General Fund applies an administrative
charge to Proprietary Funds for administrative services and overhead costs, which is included in direct expenses.
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Discount Rate

Sensitivity of the net pension liability to changes in the discount rate: 
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Discount Rate
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Sensitivity of the net OPEB liability to changes in the discount rate:  

Sensitivity of the net OPEB liability to changes in the Healthcare Cost Trend Rates:  
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550,496$       
25,267    

113,513     
276,256     

79,840    

1,045,372     

859,517     

112,527     
13,000    

125,527     

18,042    
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CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA
NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

Year Ended September 30, 2020

A. Basis of Presentation:

The Schedule of  Expenditures  of  Federal  Awards  presented  on  page 9 (the Schedule)  includes  the  federal
grant activity of the City of St. Augustine for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2020. The information in this
schedule is  presented in accordance with the requirements  of  Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200,
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards  (Uniform Guidance)
therefore, some of the amounts presented in these schedules may differ from amounts presented in, or used in
the preparation of the basic financial statements. Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the
accrual basis of accounting.

Indirect Cost Rate

The City has elected not to use the 10% de minimums cost rate under the Uniform Guidance, all costs

charged to federal grants are direct costs.

Disaster Grants - Public Assistance
The City of St. Augustine has been impacted by hurricanes Matthew, Irma and Dorian. The City has
requested and/or has been reimbursed for expenditures for Hurricane Matthew for the fiscal years
ending September 30, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020; and for Hurricane Irma for the fiscal years ending
September 30, 2018, 2019 and 2020, and for Hurricane Dorian for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2020. These expenditures have been reported on the Schedule in accordance with Compliance
Supplement( 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix XI) dated April 2017 for Department of Homeland
Security, CFDA 97.036-DISASTER GRANTS - PUBLIC ASSSISTANCE (Presidentially Declared
Disasters, section: IV. OTHER INFORMATION, Recording Expenditures on the Schedule of
Expenditures of Federal Awards.

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund

On May 9, 2017 the City of St. Augustine entered into a loan agreement with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection to fund various water projects in the City funded by the U.S Department of
Environmental Protection's Capitalization Grants for State Revolving Funds. The total funding amount
available per agreement is $9,403,394 of which $8,372,595 has been expended.
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Contents Page

Financial Trends 146-151

Revenue Capacity 152-156

These schedules contain information to help the reader assess the factors
affecting the City's ability to generate its property taxes.

Debt Capacity 157-164

These schedules present information to help the reader assess the affordabilty
of the City's current levels of outstanding debt and the City's ability to issue
additional debt in the future.

Demographic and Economic Information 165-173

These schedules offer demographic and economic indicators to help the 
reader understand the environment within which the City's financial 
activities take place and to help make comparisons over time and with 
other governments.

Operating Information 174-178

These schedules contain information about the City's operations and resources
to help the reader understand how the City's financial information relates to 
the services the City provides and the activities it performs.

how the City's financial performance and well-being have changed over time.

Statistical Section

This section of the City of St. Augustine, Florida's comprehensive annual financial report presents 
detailed information as a context for understanding the information in the financial statements, note 
disclosures, and required supplementary information about the City's overall financial health.

These schedules contain trend information to help the reader understand
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*****STATEMENT OF NET POSITION*****
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Direct Overlapping
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Financial Statements

Federal Programs:
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Financial Statement Findings:

Major Federal Programs Findings and Questioned Costs:

Other Issues
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CITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES SPREADSHEET

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

BILLS TO SUPPORT

SB 596
Preemption of Tree 
Pruning, Trimming, 

and Removal
Stewart Repealing a provision relating to tree pruning, trimming, or removal on residential

property, etc.

1/13/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Community Affairs; Judiciary; 
Rules.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date.  Likely dead 
for the session.

HB 6023
Preemption of Tree 
Pruning, Trimming, 

and Removal
Eskamani Repeals provisions relating to tree pruning, trimming, & removal on residential property.

1/12/2021 Filed. Referred to Local 
Administration and Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Commerce 
Committee; State Affairs 
Committee.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date. Likely dead 
for the session.

SB 594
Preemption of 

Recycliable and 
Polystyrene Materials

Stewart/Polsky

Deleting preemptions of local law relating to the regulation of auxiliary containers,
wrappings, or disposable plastic bags; repealing the preemption of local laws regarding the
use or sale of polystyrene products to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, etc.

1/12/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Environment and Natural 
Resources; Community Affairs; 
Rules.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date. Likely dead 
for the session.

HB 6027
Preemption of 

Recycliable and 
Polystyrene Materials

Grieco
Removes prohibition of local laws relating to regulation of auxiliary containers,
wrappings, & disposable plastic bags; repeals preemption of local laws relating to use or
sale of polystyrene products to DACS.

1/12/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee; 
Local Administration and Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee; Commerce 
Committee.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date. Likely dead 
for the session.

SB 514 Resiliency Rodrigues

Establishing the Statewide Office of Resiliency within the Executive Office of the
Governor; creating the Statewide Sea-Level Rise Task Force adjunct to the office;
authorizing the Department of Environmental Protection to contract for specified services,
upon request of the task force; requiring the Environmental Regulation Commission to
take certain action on the task force’s recommendations, etc.

1/8/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Environment and Natural 
Resources; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
Environment, and General 
Government; Appropriations.

Favorable by Environment & 
Natural Resources.                        
Now in Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
Environment, & General Govt.       
***These Bills appear to be 
stalled.***

HB 315 Resiliency LaMarca

Establishes Statewide Office of Resiliency within EOG; provides for appointment of
Chief Resilience Officer by Governor; creates Statewide Sea-Level Rise Task Force
adjunct to office; authorizes DEP to contract for specified services upon request of task
force; authorizes task force to designate technical advisory groups; requires
Environmental Regulation Commission to take certain action on task force
recommendations; provides appropriation. 

1/19/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Environment, Agriculture & 
Flooding Subcommittee; 
Appropriations Committee; State 
Affairs Committee.

Now in Environment, Agriculture 
& Flooding Subcommittee.            
***These Bills appear to be 
stalled.***

HB 1567
Utility and 

Communications 
Service Poles

DiCeglie; Willhite

Creates and revises provisions regarding the PSC's power to regulate & enforce rates,
charges, terms, & conditions for pole attachments; requires PSC to regulate certain
plants & equipment of communications services providers; creates provisions
concerning redundant poles.

3/1/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Tourism, Infrastructure & Energy ; 
State Administration & Technology 
Appropriations; Commerce 
Committee.

Favorable CS by first 2 
committees of reference.               
Now in Commerce Committee 
(last committee of reference).

SB 1944
Utility and 

Communications 
Service Poles

Albritton

Requiring the Public Service Commission to regulate and enforce rates, charges, terms,
and conditions for pole attachments under certain circumstances; providing situations
under which a pole owner may deny access to the owner’s pole on a
nondiscriminatory basis; authorizing the commission to hear and resolve complaints
concerning rates, charges, terms, conditions, voluntary agreements, and denial of access
relative to pole attachments; requiring attaching entities to remove pole attachments
from redundant poles within a specified timeframe after receipt of a written notice
from the pole owner, etc.

3/1/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Regulated Industries; Community 
Affairs; Appropriations.

Favorable by Regulated 
Industries.  Favorable by 
Community Affairs.  On 
Committee Agenda - 
Appropriations, 4/19/2021. (last 
committee of reference).
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CITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES SPREADSHEET

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

BILLS TO SUPPORT

HB 1379
Property 

Assessments for 
Elevated Properties

Chaney; Aloupis

Specifies changes to homestead & nonhomestead residential property do not increase
assessed value of property; requires property owners to provide certification for such
property; prohibits certain areas from being included in square footage calculation.
NOTE: Effective Date: on the effective date of the amendment to the State Constitution
proposed by HJR 1377 or a similar joint resolution having substantially the same specific
intent and purpose          

2/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to: 
Environment, Agriculture & 
Flooding Subcommittee; Ways & 
Means Committee; State Affairs 
Committee.

Favorable with CS in first 2 
committees of reference.  On 
Committee Agenda - State 
Affairs Committee, 4/15/2021. 
(last committee of reference).

SB 1186
Property 

Assessments for 
Elevated Properties

Brandes

Specifying that changes to elevate certain homestead and nonhomestead residential
property, respectively, do not increase the assessed value of the property under certain
circumstances; requiring property owners to provide certification for such property;
prohibiting certain areas from being included in square footage calculation, etc.
NOTE: On the effective date of the amendment to the State Constitution proposed by SJR
1182 or a similar joint resolution having substantially the same specific intent and purpose,
if such amendment to the State Constitution is approved at the general election held in
November 2022 or at an earlier special election specifically authorized by law for that
purpose

2/9/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Community Affairs; Finance & Tax; 
Appropriations.

Favorable CS by Community 
Affairs.  Favorable CS/CS by 
Finance & Tax.  Next Committee 
stop is Appropriations.

HJR 1377
Limitations on the 

Assessment of Real 
Property

Chaney  

Proposes amendment to State Constitution to authorize Legislature to prohibit
consideration of changes or improvements made to real property used for residential
purposes to improve property’s resistance to flood damage in determining assessed value
of such property for ad valorem taxation purposes.

2/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Environment, Agriculture & 
Flooding Subcommittee; Ways & 
Means Committee; State Affairs 
Committee.

Favorable by first 2 committees 
of reference. On Committee 
Agenda - State Affairs 
Committee, 4/15/2021. (last 
committee of reference).

SJR 1182
Limitations on the 

Assessment of Real 
Property

Brandes

Proposing amendments to the State Constitution, effective January 1, 2023, to authorize
the Legislature, by general law, to prohibit the consideration of any change or
improvement made to real property used for residential purposes to improve the property’s
resistance to flood damage in determining the assessed value of such property for ad
valorem taxation

2/9/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Community Affairs; Finance & Tax; 
Appropriations.

Favorable by Community Affairs.  
Favorabley by Finance & Tax. 
Now in Appropriations.

HB 7019
Statewide Flooding & 

Sea-level Rise 
Resilience

Busatta Cabrera; 
Bartleman; 
Massullo

Establishes Resilient Florida Grant Program within DEP to fund costs of community
resilience planning; requires DEP to complete data set & assessment, develop Statewide
Flooding & Sea Level Rise Resilience Plan, & submit plan to Governor & Legislature;
requires water management districts to submit proposed projects to DEP; provides for
legislative funding of certain projects; authorizes local governments to create regional
resilience coalitions; establishes Florida Flood Hub for Applied Research & Innovation
within USF; requires hub to submit report to Governor & Legislature; requires OEDR to
include flood control information in certain assessments.

3/9/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Appropriations Subcommittee; 
State Affairs Committee.

Favorable by Agriculture & 
Natural Resources Appropriation 
Subcommittee.                              
Favorable CS by State Affairs 
Committee.   Laid on House 
Table.  Substituted by SB 1954 
identical to this bill passed and 
Enrolled.

HB 7021 Resilient Florida Trust 
Fund/DEP

Busatta Cabrera;  
Massullo

Creates Resilient Florida Trust Fund within DEP; provides for purpose of fund; provides for
future review & termination or re-creation of fund.

3/9/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Appropriations Subcommittee; 
State Affairs Committee.

Substituted with SB 2514 - 
Identical to this bill.  Message 
sent to Senate SB 2514 passed 
and ordered Enrolled.

SB 1954
Statewide Flooding & 

Sea-level Rise 
Resilience

Rodrigues

Establishing the Resilient Florida Grant Program within the Department of
Environmental Protection; requiring the department to develop a Statewide Flooding
and Sea-Level Rise Resilience Plan and annually submit the plan to the Governor and
Legislature by a specified date; establishing the Florida Flood Hub for Applied Research
and Innovation within the University of South Florida College of Marine Science for a
specified purpose; requiring the Office of Economic and Demographic Research to
include specified information relating to inland and coastal flood control in certain
assessments, etc.

3/1/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Environment & Natural Resources; 
Appropriations.

CS by Environment & Natural 
Resources.  Favorable CS/CS by  
Appropriations. Substituted for 
HB 7019 - passed and ordered 
Enrolled.
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CITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES SPREADSHEET

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

BILLS TO OPPOSE

HB 219 Vacation Rentals Fischer

Preempts regulation of vacation rentals to state; prohibits local law, ordinance, or
regulation from allowing or requiring inspections or licensing of public lodging
establishments, including vacation rentals, or public food service establishments; requires 
all residential properties be regulated the same regardless of its use as a vaction
rental; requires licenses issued by Division of Hotels & Restaurants of DBPR to be
displayed conspicuously to public inside licensed establishment.

1/12/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee; 
Ways and Means Committee; 
Commerce Committee.

Favorable by Regulatory Reform 
Subcommittee. On Committee 
Agenda - Ways & Means 
Committee - TEMPORARILY 
POSTPONED - NO MEETINGS 
SCHEDULED THIS WEEK.

SB 522 Vacation Rentals Diaz

NEW AMENDMENT 4/13/2021 - WOULD LEAVE PRE-2011 REGULATIONS AND
ALLOW FOR A REGISTRY WITH REDUCED FEES ($50) AND PRECLUDE
REGULATION OF PARKING AMONG OTHER IMPACTS TO CURRENT
ORDINANCES - AS AMENDED 3/11/2021 the bill no longer preempts local
licensing and inspection of vacation rentals to the state. Also removed is the
requirement to regulate all residential properties regardless of its use as a vaction
rental. Provides for preemption of advertising platforms to the state.Requires advertising
platforms to require that persons placing advertisements for vacation rentals include
certain information in the advertisements, collection of taxes, etc.

1/11/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Regulated Industries; Commerce 
and Tourism; Rules.                         
Removed from Commerce & 
Tourism Committee review.           
Added Appropriations

Favorable with CS by Regulated 
Industries. Favorable CS by 
Appropriations - MAJOR 
AMENDMENTS.  On Committee 
Agenda - Rules (Final 
Committee) 4/14/2021 - NOT 
CONSIDERED - MAY BE 
RESCHEDULED.

SB 62* Regional Planning 
Councils Bradley

Revising a requirement for the Executive Office of the Governor to review and consider
certain reports, data, and analyses relating to the revision of the state comprehensive
plan; eliminating the advisory role of regional planning councils in state
comprehensive plan preparation and revision; repealing provisions relating to the
Florida Regional Planning Council Act; authorizing local governments to recommend
areas of critical state concern to the state land planning agency, etc.

01/05/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Community Affairs; Judiciary; Rules 
01/11/2021.

CS by Community Affairs              
Now in Judiciary. Appears 
stalled.

SB 266 Home-based 
Businesses Perry

AS AMENDED 4/14/2021 - Would allow for some regulation of parking, vehickles,
hours of operation, activities outside the residence. WOULD REQUIRE
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY'S CURRENT HOME OCCUPATION REGULATIONS. 
Authorizing a home-based business to operate in a residential zone under certain
circumstances; preempting to the state the ability to regulate or license home-based
businesses; prohibiting a local government from certain actions relating to the
licensure and regulation of home-based businesses, etc.

12/14/2020 Filed. Referred to 
Community Affairs; Commerce and 
Tourism; Rules.

CS by Community Affairs.             
Favorable by Commerce & 
Tourism.  Favorable CS/CS by 
Rules.

HB 403 Home-based 
Businesses Giallombardo

Specifies conditions under which business is considered home-based business; authorizes 
home-based business to operate in residential zone; prohibits local government from
certain actions relating to licensure & regulation of home-based business;
authorizes specified business owners to challenge certain local government
actions; authorizes prevailing party to recover specified attorney fees & costs.

1/25/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee; 
Commerce Committee.

Favorable Regulatory Reform 
Subcommittee.                             
Favorable in Commerce 
Committee.   Added to Special 
Order Calendar.  
TEMPORARILY POSTPONED 
ON 2ND READING.
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CITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES SPREADSHEET

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

BILLS TO OPPOSE

HB 883 County and Municipal 
Code Enforcement Overdorf

Prohibits certain code inspectors from initiating investigations & initiating enforcement 
proceedings of potential violations of codes & ordinances by way of anonymous 
complaints; requires specified information to be provided before investigation or 
proceeding occurs.

2/10/2021 Filed. Referred to Local 
Administration & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Public Integrity & 
Elections Committee; State Affairs 
Committee.

Favorable by first 2 committees 
of reference.  On Committee 
Agenda - State Affairs 
Committee, 4/15/2021.

SB 60 County and Municipal 
Code Enforcement Bradley

Prohibiting code inspectors designated by boards of county commissioners from initiating
investigations of potential violations of codes and ordinances by way of anonymous
complaints; prohibiting code inspectors from initiating enforcement proceedings for
potential violations of codes and ordinances by way of anonymous complaints; prohibiting
code enforcement officers from initiating investigations of potential violations of codes and
ordinances by way of anonymous complaints; prohibiting code inspectors designated
by governing bodies of municipalities from initiating investigations of potential
violations of codes and ordinances by way of anonymous complaints; requiring
persons who report potential violations of codes and ordinances to provide
specified information to the governing body before an investigation occurs, etc.

Filed 01/05/21; Referred to 
Community Affairs, Governmental 
Oversight and Accountability; 
Rules.

Favorable by all Committees of 
reference.     Passed by full 
Senate, Certified, in Messages.

SB 496 Growth Management Perry

Specifying requirements for certain comprehensive plans effective, rather than adopted,
after a specified date and for associated land development regulations; requiring local
governments to include a property rights element in their comprehensive plans;
prohibiting a local government’s property rights element from conflicting with the
statement of rights contained in the act; providing that the consent of certain property
owners is not required for development agreement changes under certain circumstances;
requiring the Department of Transportation to afford a right of first refusal to certain
individuals under specified circumstances, etc.

1/7/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Community Affairs; Judiciary; 
Rules.

THESE BILLS HAVE BEEN 
RECONCILED, PASSED, AND 
ORDERED ENROLLED.  THEY 
WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
GOVERNOR FOR ACTION.         

HB 59 Growth Management McClain/Sabatini

Requires local governments to include property rights element in their
comprehensive plans; provides statement of rights that local government may use;
requires local government to adopt property rights element by specified date; 
prohibits local government's property rights element from conflicting with statutorily
provided statement of rights; provides that certain property owners are not required to
consent to development agreement changes; prohibits municipality from annexing
specified areas; requires DOT to afford right of first refusal to certain individuals; provides
requirements & procedures for right of first refusal; authorizes certain developments of
regional impact agreements to be amended.

12/10/2020 Filed. Referred to Local 
Administration and Veterans Affiars 
Subcommittee; Civil Justice and 
Property Rights Subcommittee; 
State Affairs Committee.

THESE BILLS HAVE BEEN 
RECONCILED, PASSED, AND 
ORDERED ENROLLED.  THEY 
WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
GOVERNOR FOR ACTION.
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BILLS TO FOLLOW

HB 6003*
Vaccinations During 

Public Health 
Emergencies

Sabatini & Smith Removes authority of State Health Officer to order vaccinations upon declaration of
public health emergency; revises requirement that DOH adopt certain rules.

11/30/20 Filed.  Referred to 
Pandemics Public Emergencies 
Committee; Professions Public 
Health Subcommittee; Health 
Human Services Committee.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date.  Likely dead 
for the session.

HB 1 Combating Public 
Disorder

Fernandez-
Barquin

Authorizes specified elected officials to file an appeal to Administration
Commission if municipality makes reduction to budget of municipal law
enforcement agency;providing that a municipality has a duty to allow the municipal
law enforcement agency to respond to a riot or unlawful assembly in a specified
manner based on specified circumstances; reclassifying the penalty for an assault
committed in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot; prohibiting cyberintimidation by
publication; prohibiting a person from willfully participating in a specified violent public
disturbance resulting in specified damage or injury; creating an affirmative defense to a
civil action where the plaintiff participated in a riot, etc.

1/6/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Subcommittee; Justice 
Appropriations Subcommittee; 
Judiciary Committee.

Favorable by all committees of 
reference.  Placed on Special 
Order Calendar, 4/14/2021.

SB 484 Combating Public 
Disorder Burgess

Authorizing a resident of a municipality to file an appeal to the Administration
Commission if the governing body of the municipality makes a specified reduction
to the operating budget of a municipal law enforcement agency; creating a cause of
action against a municipality for obstructing or interfering with reasonable law
enforcement protection during a riot or an unlawful assembly; increasing the offense
severity ranking of an aggravated assault for the purposes of the Criminal Punishment
Code if committed in furtherance of a riot or an aggravated riot; prohibiting defacing,
injuring, or damaging a memorial; prohibiting cyberintimidation by publication, etc.

1/6/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Criminal Justice; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Criminal and 
Civil Justice; Appropriations.

This bill likely to be substituted 
by HB 1.

HB 215*

Prohibition of Public 
Funds for Lobbying 

by Local 
Governments

Sabatini

Prohibits local governments from using public funds to retain lobbyists; provides
exceptions; provides sanctions for violations; authorizes people to file complaints with the
Commission on Ethics; requires commission to provide a report to specified entities;
specifies procedures for disciplining violators.

1/11/2021 Filed. Referred to Public 
Integrity & Elections; Local 
Administration & Veterans Affairs; 
State Affairs Committee.

No Committee Hearings 
scheduled to date.  Likely dead 
for the session.

SB 64 Reclaimed Water Albritton

Requiring certain domestic wastewater utilities to submit to the Department of
Environmental Protection by a specified date a plan (plan due by 11/1/2021) for
eliminating nonbeneficial surface water discharge within a specified timeframe (by 
1/1/2032); requiring domestic wastewater utilities applying for permits for new or expanded
surface water discharges to prepare a specified plan for eliminating nonbeneficial
discharges as part of its permit application; providing that potable reuse is an
alternative water supply and that projects relating to such reuse are eligible for alternative
water supply funding; requiring counties, municipalities, and special districts to
authorize graywater technologies under certain circumstances and to provide
incentives for the implementation of such technologies, etc.

1/7/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Environmenta and Natural 
Resources; Community Affairs; 
Appropriations.

Favorable by all committees of 
reference.  On House Special 
Order Calendar with Amendment. 
CS Passed by Full House - This 
Bill has been substituted for 
HB 263 below.                              

HB 263 Reclaimed Water Maggard Replaced by above SB 64

1/14/2021 Filed; Referred to 
Environment, Agriculture & 
Flooding Subcommittee; Agriculture 
& Natural Resources 
Appropriations Subcommittee; 
State Affairs Committee.

Favorable by all committees of 
reference.  Added to 2nd 
Reading Calendar. 4/13/2021.
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SB 284 Building Design Perry Prohibiting certain regulations relating to building design elements from being
applied to certain dwellings, etc.

12/17/2020 Filed. Referred to 
Community Affairs; Regulated 
Industries; Rules.

Favorable by Community Affairs.   
Favorable by Regulated 
Industries.   Now in Rules.

HB 55 Building Design Overdorf  Provides that regulations relating to building design elements may not be applied
to certain dwellings; provides exceptions.

12/10/2020 Filed. Referred to 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee; 
Local Administration and Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee; Commerce 
Committee.

Favorable CS by all committees 
of reference.  Added to Special 
Order Calendar. 
TEMPORARILY POSTPONED 
ON 2D READING.

HB 737 Craft Distilleries DiCeglie Substituted by SB 46 below.

2/3/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee, 
State Administration & Technology 
Appropriations Subcommittee, 
Commerce Committee

Favorable by all Committees of 
reference.  Added to Special 
Order Calendar 4/13/2021.

SB 46 Craft Distilleries Hutson

Authorizing craft distilleries to be licensed as specified vendors under certain
circumstances; requiring certain alcoholic beverages to be obtained through a licensed
distributor that meets specified criteria; prohibiting a distillery from operating as a craft
distillery until certain requirements are met; authorizing persons to have common
ownership in craft distilleries under certain circumstances; requiring a minimum
percentage of a craft distillery’s total finished branded products to be distilled in this state
and contain one or more Florida agricultural products, etc.

12/18/2020 Filed. Referred to 
Regulated Industries; Commerce 
and Tourism; Rules.

Favorable by all committees of 
reference.  PASSED by full 
Senate - referred to House and 
replaces HB 737.

Page 6 of 7

Page 402 of 493



CITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES SPREADSHEET

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST

HB 3411 West Augustine 
Septic-to-Sewer Hutson

The septic-to-sewer project improve groundwater and well quality, increase storm 
resiliency by constructing a sanitary sewer system and will raise socio-economic status of 
West Augustine. The project will connect existing homes and eliminate septic tanks that 
contribute to the deterioration of groundwater quality and "float" during storm events, 
causing significant environmental and health hazards in the surrounding area. The project 
will make new workforce housing viable on available parcels by providing sewer 
availability.  Funding request of $300,000 state funds.

Referred to Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Appropriations 
Subcommittee; Appropriations 
Committee. 

Favorable by Agricultre & Natural 
Resources Appropriations 
Subcommittee.     Now in 
Appropriations Committee.

HB 3409
Lincolnville Museum 

Preservation & 
Operations

Stevenson Provides an appropriation for the Lincolnville Museum Preservation/Operations. 
APPROPRIATION: $749,000

Referred to Infrastructure & 
Tourism Appropriations 
Subcommittee; Appropriations 
Committee.

Now in Infrastructure & Tourism 
Appropriations Subcommittee.

HB 3901 West Augustine Care 
Center Stevenson Provides an appropriation for the West Augustine Care Center. APPROPRIATION: 

$4,000,000

Referred to Health Care 
Appropriations Subcomittee; 
Appropriations Committee.

Now in Health Care 
Appropriations Subcommittee.

CS = Committee Substitute Filed
* No companion bill filed
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HB 329 Beverage Law Tomkow

Authorizes food service establishments to sell or deliver alcoholic beverages for
off-premises consumption if requirements are met; revises provisions that authorize
restaurant to allow patrons to remove partially consumed bottles of wine from restaurant
for off-premises consumption; revises requirements for sale of alcoholic beverages by
certain vendors.

1/19/2021 Filed.  Referred to Regulatory 
Reform Subcommittee; Commerce 
Committee.

Favorable by Regulatory Reform 
Subcommittee.                                                
Favorabe by Commerce Committee.              
On Special Order Calendar.

SB 148 Beverage Law Bradley Authorizing certain food service establishments to sell or deliver alcoholic
beverages for off-premises consumption if specified requirements are met, etc .

12/4/2020 Filed. Referred to Regulated 
Industries; Commerce and Trourism; 
Rules.

Favorable by all Committees of Reference.  
On Special Order Calendar.

HB 337 Impact Fees DiCeglie

Specifies instances when local government or special district may collect impact
fee; requires local governments & special districts to credit against collection of
impact fee any contribution related to public facilities; provides annual limitations on
impact fee increases; requires school districts to report specified items regarding impact
fees; requires specified entities to file affidavit attesting that impact fees were
appropriately collected & expended.

1/19/2021 Filed. Referred to Local 
Administration & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Referred to Ways & 
Means Committee; Referred to State 
Affairs Committee. 

Favorable CS by Local Administration & 
Veterans Affairs Subcommittee.  Favorable 
CS by Ways & Means Committee.  Now in 
State Affairs Committee.

SB 750 Impact Fees Gruters

Specifying instances when a local government or special district may collect an
impact fee; requiring local governments and special districts to credit against the
collection of impact fees any contribution related to public facilities; providing
annual limitations on impact fee rate increases; requiring school districts to report
specified items regarding impact fees, etc.

1/25/2021 Filed.  Referred to Community 
Affairs; Finance and Tax; Appropriations.

Favorable by first 2 Committees of 
Reference. On Committee Agenda - 
4/15/2021.

HB 735
Preemption of Local 

Occupational 
Licensing

Harding

Preempts licensing of occupations to state; prohibits local governments from
imposing or modifying licensing requirements; specifies certain local licensing may
not be enforced; specifies certain specialty contractors are not required to register with
Construction Industry Licensing Board; prohibits local governments from requiring
certain specialty contractors to obtain license; specifies job scopes for which
local government may not require license; authorizes counties & municipalities to
issue journeyman licenses.

2/3/2021 Filed.  Referred to Regulatory 
Reform Subcommittee; Commerce 
Committee.

Favorable by all Committees of Reference.  
Pass by full House.  In Messages for 
Senate Review.

SB 268
Preemption of Local 

Occupational 
Licensing

Perry

Preempting licensing of occupations to the state; prohibiting local governments from
imposing additional licensing requirements or modifying licensing unless
specified conditions are met; specifying that certain specialty contractors are not
required to register with the Construction Industry Licensing Board; authorizing counties
and municipalities to issue certain journeyman licenses, etc.

12/14/2020 Filed. Referred to Regulated 
Industries; Community Affairs; Rules.

Favorable by all Committees of Reference.  
Placed on 2nd Reading Calendar.
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SB 400 Public Records Rodrigues
Prohibiting an agency that receives a request to inspect or copy a record from
responding to such request by filing an action for declaratory relief against the
requester, etc.

12/20/2020 Filed. Referred to 
Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability; Judiciary; Rules.

Favorable by all Committees of reference. 
Placed on Special Order Calendar, 
4/14/2021.

HB 913 Public Records McClure Prohibits agency that receives request to inspect or copy record from responding
to such request by filing action for declaratory relief against requester.

2/10/2021 Filed.  Referred to Government 
Operations Subcommittee; Civil Justice & 
Property Rights Subcommittee; State 
Affairs Committee.

Favorable by all Committees of reference. 
Placed on 2d Reading Calendar.

HB 35 Legal Notices Grieco

Provides for website publication of legal notices; provides criteria for such publication;
authorizes fiscally constrained county to use publicly accessible website to publish
legally required advertisements & public notices; requires government agency to provide
specified notice to residents concerning alternative methods of receiving legal notices.

12/7/2020 Filed. Referred to Civil Justice 
and Property Rights Subcommittee; 
Judiciary Committee.

Favorable by all Committees of reference.  
Passed by full House. In Messages for 
Senate Review.

SB 402 Legal Notices Rodrigues

Authorizing legal notifications in certain cases to be published on a website
established by the Supreme Court, in lieu of newspaper publication; specifying that
website publication constitutes proof of publication, unless otherwise determined by a
court; authorizing a county to publish such legal notifications in a newspaper, subject to
certain limitations, etc.

12/29/2020 Filed. Referred to Judiciary; 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal 
and Civil Justice; Appropriations.

Favorable by Judiciary.  In Approriations 
Subcommittee, 4/16/2021.

SB 334
Regulation of 

Smoking in Public 
Places

Gruters/Hutson/ 
Perry

Revising a short title; authorizing counties and municipalities to further restrict
smoking within the boundaries of public beaches and public parks under certain
circumstances; prohibiting smoking within the boundaries of a state park, etc.

12/18/2020 Filed. Referred to Community 
Affairs; Environment and Natural 
Resources; Rules.

Favorable by Community Affairs. Favorable 
CS by Environment and Natural Resources.  
Now in Rules.

HB 239
Regulation of 

Smoking in Public 
Places

Altman Authorizes counties & municipalities to further restrict smoking within boundaries
of public beaches & public parks under certain circumstances.

1/13/2021 Filed. Referred to Professions 
and Public Health Subcommittee; 
Environment, Agriculture and Flooding 
Subcommittee; Health and Human 
Services Committee.

Favorable by Professions & Public Health.  
Now in Environment, Agriculture & Flooding.

SB 856

State Preemption of 
Energy 

Infrastructure 
Regulations

Hutson Defining the term “energy infrastructure”; preempting to the state the regulation of
the construction of energy infrastructure, etc.

01/27/2021 Filed.  Referred to Regulated 
Industries; Community Affairs; Rules.

CS by Regulated Industries.                            
Favorable CS/CS by Community Affairs.    
Now in Rules.
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HB 839

State Preemption of 
Energy 

Infrastructure  
Regulations

Fabricio Prohibits local government from regulating energy infrastructure; preempts such
regulation to state.

2/9/2021 Filed. Referred to Tourism, 
Infrastructure & Energy Subcommittee; 
Local Administrtion & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Commerce Committee.

Favorableby first 2 Committees of 
Reference.  Now in Commerce Committee.

New Bills Added After February 22, 2021

HB 639
Operation and Safety 

of Motor Vehicles 
and Vessels

Sirois

 Revises & provides requirements relating to tests for alcohol, chemical substances, or
controlled substances; vessel safety, operation, & navigation; temporary protection
zones on certain water bodies for spaceflight launches & asset recovery; boating safety
education courses; derelict, public nuisance, abandoned, or lost vessels; public mooring;
no-discharge zones; marine sanitation; & civil & criminal penalties.

2/1/2021 Filed. Referred to Environment, 
Agriculture & Flooding Subcommittee; 
Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
Subcommittee; Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Appropriations Subcommittee; 
State Affairs Committee;

Favorable by 3 Committees of Reference.  
Now in State Affairs Committee.

SB 1086
Operation and Safety 

of Motor Vehicles 
and Vessels

Hutson

Revising conditions under which a person’s driving privilege is suspended and under
which the person commits a misdemeanor relating to tests for alcohol, chemical
substances, or controlled substances; providing circumstances under which a person
may operate a human-powered vessel within the boundaries of the marked channel of
the Florida Intracoastal Waterway; authorizing a county or municipality to establish a
boating-restricted area within and around a public mooring field, etc.

2/5/2021 Filed.  Referred to Environment 
& Natural Resources; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, 
Environment & General Government; 
Appropriations.

Favorable by first 2 Committees of 
Reference. On Committee Agenda - 
Appropriations, 4/15/2021.

SB 84* Retirement Rodrigues

Providing for compulsory membership in the Florida Retirement System Investment Plan
for employees initially enrolled on or after a specified date; modifying provisions
governing participation in the investment plan for individuals who are eligible to
participate in the State University System Optional Retirement Program to conform to
changes made by the act; modifying provisions governing the administration of the
investment plan to reflect compulsory membership for specified employees, etc.

1/21/2021 Filed. Referred to 
Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability; Appropriations.

Favorable by all Committees of Reference.  
Passed by full Senate.  In Messages for 
House review.

New Bills Added After March 8, 2021 Meeting

HB 421/ HB 1101 Bert Harris 
Amendments

Tuck; Person-
Mulicka; McClain

Revises notice of claim requirements for property owners; creates presumption that
certain settlement offers protect public interest; specifies property owners retain
option to have court determine awards of compensation; authorizes property owners
to bring claims against governmental entities in certain circumstances; provides
property owners are not required to submit formal development applications or
proceed through formal application processes to bring claims in specified
circumstances.

1/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to Civil Justice 
& Property Rights Subcommittee; Local 
Administration & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Judiciary Committee.

Proposed Committee Substitute Bill added.  
Now in Judiciary Committee.

SB 1876 Bert Harris 
Amendments Albritton

Revising the definitions of the terms “action of a governmental entity” and “real
property”; revising notice of claim requirements for property owners; authorizing
property owners to bring actions to declare prohibited exactions invalid; revising
the definition of the terms “land” or “real property”, etc.

2/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to Judiciary; 
Community Affairs; Rules.

Favorable in first 2 Committees of 
Reference.  Now in Rules.

Page 3 of 5 Page 406 of 493



CITY ATTORNEY LEGISLATIVE BILL TRACKING

BILL NUMBER TITLE SPONSOR SUBJECT STATUS UPDATES STATUS UPDATES

HB 945

Limitations on 
Emergency Powers 

of Political 
Subdivisions

Rommel; Andrade

Provides applicability for significant emergency orders; provides legislative intent;
specifies requirements for purpose & scope of significant emergency orders; provides for
automatic expiration of significant emergency orders; authorizes extension of significant
emergency orders for specified duration; prohibits issuance of certain significant
emergency orders.

2/11/2021 Filed.  Referred to Pandemics 
& Public Emergencies Committee; Local 
Administration & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; State Affairs Committee.

Favorable in first 2 committees of reference. 
Now in State Affairs Committee.

SB 2006 Emergency 
Management Powers Burgess

Among other things, specifying that a political subdivision has the burden of
proving the proper exercise of its police power in the issuance of certain
emergency orders, requiring such orders to meet strict scrutiny, etc.

3/1/2021 Filed.  Referred to 3 
Committees of Reference.

Favorable by all committees of reference.  
Ready for Full Senate Floor - AMENDED TO 
INCLUDE SB 1924.

SB 1924

Limitations on 
Emergency Powers 

of Political 
Subdivisions

Diaz
 Requiring that certain emergency measures issued by a political subdivision be narrowly
tailored to a compelling public health or safety purpose; specifying additional
requirements for local emergency measures, etc.

3/1/2021 Filed.  Referred to Community 
Affiars; Military & Veterans Affairs, 
Space, and Domestic Security; Rules.

Favorable CS by Community Affairs. 
Favorable by Military & Veterans Affiars.        
Now in Rules. - TEMPORARILY 
POSTPONED - AMENDED ONTO SB 2006 -
SEE ABOVE.

New Bills Added After March 22, 2021 Meeting

HB 387 PACE Program 
Sewer to Septic

Duran, LaMarca, 
Plakon

Provides authorized and prohibited activities related to qualifying improvements to
residential properties to be financed by non-ad valorem assessments; requires local
government or program administrator to develop written disclosure forms & cancelation
forms, & conduct telephone calls to property owner providing specified information;
provides criteria that must be met before local government or program administrator may
enroll PACE contractors to offer financing for residential properties; specifies types of
contracts that are unenforceable; requires local governments that have authorized
qualifying improvement programs to post specified information on their websites on
annual basis.

1/22/21 Filed. Referred to Tourism, 
Infrastructure & Energy Subcommittee; 
Local Administration & Veterans Affairs 
Subcommittee; Ways & Means 
Committee; Commerce Committee.

Favorable with CS by Tourism, 
Infrastructure & Energy Subcommittee.  
Favorable by Local Administration & 
Veterans Affairs.  Favorable by Ways & 
Means.  Now in Commerce Committee.

SB 1208 PACE Program 
Sewer to Septic

Rodriguez, 
Burgess, Gruters, 

Polsky

Revising legislative findings regarding the types of improvements that qualify for
specified financing under this act; specifying that a property owner may apply to a PACE
program for certain purposes; requiring a qualifying improvement to be affixed or plan to
be affixed to specified properties before final funding; requiring a PACE administrator to
make specified determinations about a property owner’s ability to pay the annual PACE
assessment; prohibiting a PACE administrator from offering specified types of financing
for residential real properties, etc.

2/10/21 Filed.  Referred to Community 
Affairs; Finance & Tax; Appropriations.

 CS by Community Affairs. CS by Finance & 
Tax.  Now in Appropriations
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HB 1429
Tourist and 
Convention 

Development Taxes
Avila; Massullo

 Revises provisions concerning voting procedures for & authorized uses of tourist
development taxes & convention development taxes. The bill authorizes all TDT or CDT
revenue to be used to finance flood mitigation projects or improvements ,
with the exception of the special levy for convention development in s. 212.0305(4)(d).

2/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to 
Environment, Agriculture & Flooding 
Subcommittee; Ways & Means 
Committee; State Affairs Committee.

Favorable CS by Environment, Agriculture & 
Flooding Subcommittee.  Favorable CS by 
Ways & Means Committee. Favorable by 
State Affairs.  Added to Special Order 
Calendar.

SB 2008
Tourist and 
Convention 

Development Taxes
Diaz

Deleting a provision requiring an extraordinary vote of a governing board for a county or
subcounty special taxing district to increase its tourist development taxes; authorizing a
county to impose a tourist development tax to finance flood mitigation projects or
improvements; specifying that certain taxing authority expires 5 years after the date the
authority was approved in an election; authorizing convention development taxes to
finance flood mitigation projects or improvements, etc.

3/2/2021 Filed.  Referred to Community 
Affairs; Finance & Tax; Appropriations.

Temporarily Postponed in Community 
Affairs.

New Bills Added After April 12, 2021 Meeting

HB 1053
Matters of Great 
Governmental 

Concern
Overdorf; Gregory

Authorize the attorney general to declare any pending or future civil action filed by local
governments a “matter of great governmental importance” and essentially take control
over the disposition of these actions, potentially mooting the local government claims. 

2/17/2021 Filed. Referred to 3 
Committees of Reference.  Later 
amended to 2 Committees.

Currrently in last committee of reference - 
Judiciary Committee.  Not yet scheduled.

SB 102
Matters of Great 
Governmental 

Concern
Burgess

Authorize the attorney general to declare any pending or future civil action filed by local
governments a “matter of great governmental importance” and essentially take control
over the disposition of these actions, potentially mooting the local government claims. 

2/26/2021 Filed.  Referred to 3 
Committees of Reference.

On Committee Agenda - Appropriations, 
4/15/2021.

SB 1274
Growth Management 

(Small Scale 
Amendments)

Perry Increases the maximum acreage of a small-scale comprehensive plan amendment from
10 acres to 50 acres.

2/12/2021 Filed.  Referred to 3 
Committees of reference.  Amended to 2 
Committees of reference.

Now in Rules (final Committee).

HB 487
Growth Management 

(Small Scale 
Amendments)

Hardy Increases the maximum acreage of a small-scale comprehensive plan amendment from
10 acres to 50 acres.

1/27/2021 Filed.  Referred to 3 
Committees of reference.  

Favorable with all committees.  Passed by 
Full House. Sent to Senate for review.

CS = Committee Substitute filed.
* Bills with no counterpart in Senate or House have minimal chance of passage.
** Unfunded Mandate
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CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
 

Regular City Commission Meeting 
Monday, March 8, 2021 

 
The City Commission met in formal session Monday, March 8, 2021 at 5:15 P.M. in the 
Alcazar Room at City Hall. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Tracy Upchurch, 
and the following were present: 
  
1. Roll Call: Tracy Upchurch, Mayor/City Commissioner 

Nancy Sikes-Kline, Vice Mayor/City Commissioner 
Roxanne Horvath, City Commissioner 

  Barbara Blonder, City Commissioner 
 

Absent:  John Valdes, City Commissioner 
 

John Regan, City Manager 
Isabelle Lopez, City Attorney 
Darlene Galambos, City Clerk 
Meredith Breidenstein, Assistant City Manager 
Reuben Franklin, Director, Public Works 
David Birchim, Director, Planning and Building 
Todd Grant, Director, Utilities 
Stephen Lauber, Information Technology Manager 
Barry Fox, Police Chief 
Laura Morse, Recording Secretary 

                       
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Upchurch read a sermon by 
Reverend Dr. Silvester Beamen, Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Wilmington, Delaware, for the invocation, 
and Commissioner Sikes-Kline led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
2.A. Modification and Approval of 
Regular Agenda 
 
(None)  
 
MOTION 
 
Commissioner Blonder MOVED to 
approve the Regular Agenda. The motion 
was SECONDED by Commissioner 
Sikes-Kline and APPROVED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

 
3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS, 
RECOGNITIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 
(None) 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR GENERAL 
PUBLIC COMMENTS OR FOR AGENDA 
ITEMS NOT REQUIRING A SEPARATE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Commission heard from the following 
members of the public: 
 

• Robert Testa 

• Seber Newsome III 

• Shawn Morrison 

• Rhonda Brennan 

• BJ Kalaidi 
 

Public comment was closed. 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
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     2  

 
John Regan, City Manager, read the 
Consent Agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – MARCH 8, 2021 
 
CA.1. Preview of upcoming Commission 
meetings. 
 
CA.2. THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES 
ARE TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR 
SECOND READING ON MARCH 22, 2021:  
 
(None) 
 
CA.3. Reminder of Upcoming Meetings: 
 

• March 22, 2021, 5pm, City 
Commission Meeting 

• April 12, 2021, 5pm, City 
Commission Meeting 

• April 26, 2021, 5pm, City 
Commission Meeting 

 
CA.4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 
PRIOR COMMISSION MEETINGS:  
 
(None) 
 
CA.5. RELEASES OF LIEN FOR UNIT 
CONNECTION FEE MORTGAGE(S): 
 

• L. John Arbizzani ‐ 5 Cordova Street 

• Debra and Bobby Nelson ‐ 498 
Pomont Avenue 

 
CA.6. PROPOSED PROCLAMATIONS, 
CERTIFICATES OF 
APPRECIATION/RECOGNITION. 
(COMMISSION APPROVAL REQUIRED). 
(TO BE READ AT A SUBSEQUENT 
MEETING). 
 
(None) 
 
CA.7. NOTIFICATION OF 
PROCLAMATIONS/CERTIFICATES OF 
RECOGNITION ISSUED:  
 
(None) 
 

CA.8. Approval of Antigua Phase Two 
subdivision plat. (D. Birchim, Planning and 
Building Director) 
 
End of Consent Agenda 
 
5.A. Additions, deletions or 
modifications to Consent Agenda 
 
(None) 
 
5.B. Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline MOVED to 
approve the Consent Agenda. The 
motion was SECONDED by 
Commissioner Blonder.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:    Sikes-Kline, Blonder, Horvath, 
    Upchurch       
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
6. APPEALS 
 
(None) 
 
7. GENERAL PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, 
ITEMS OF GREAT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE, AND OTHER ITEMS 
REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
7.A. General Public Presentations   
 
7.A.1. Presentation by Gayle Phillips, 
Executive Director, Friends of 
Lincolnville, Inc. (dba Lincolnville 
Museum and Cultural Center) on House 
Bill 3409 (Sponsor Cyndi Stevenson). 
This bill appropriates state funding for 
staffing, operations, upgrades and 
historic preservation of the museum 
formerly known as Excelsior High 
School. The Friends of Lincolnville, Inc. 
are seeking an endorsement by the City 
of St. Augustine.  
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Ms. Gayle Phillips delivered a presentation 
discussing the history and current needs of 
the Lincolnville Museum and Cultural Center 
(Museum) and she requested the 
Commission’s support for HB 3409. She 
mentioned the extensive grant writing, 
National Park Service awards, and exhibit 
and program grants received over her five 
years of affiliation; however, those monies 
were insufficient to cover the extensive 
needs of the Museum.   
 
Mayor Upchurch reaffirmed Ms. Phillips’ 
request for the Commission’s endorsement 
along with a mayoral support letter to the 
appropriate committees, and he questioned 
whether a resolution was necessary.  
 
Commissioner Blonder suggested that other 
tracked bills had resolutions; therefore, this 
bill deserved the same.   
  
MOTION 
 
Commissioner Blonder MOVED to 
endorse the project that directed the 
Mayor to convey the Commission 
endorsement to the appropriate 
legislative and executive bodies, and 
that City staff bring back a Resolution for 
the next meeting. The motion was 
SECONDED by Commissioner Horvath.   
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:    Blonder, Horvath, Sikes-Kline,  
    Upchurch       
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Mayor Upchurch advised the letters would 
be sent that week and the resolution 
handled at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Regan acknowledged that once the 
Commission endorsed a position, the City’s 
Legislative Consultant in Tallahassee was 
immediately contacted to work with the City 
to achieve a successful outcome. 
  
7.A.2. Presentation by Greg White, 
President West Augustine Historical 

Community Development Corporation 
(CDC) on House Bill 3901 (Sponsored by 
Cyndi Stevenson). This will appropriate 
funding to construct a medical complex 
in historic West Augustine. This 
organization is seeking an endorsement 
by the City of St. Augustine.  
 
Mr. Greg White recited the West Augustine 
Historical CDC mission statement: ‘To 
improve the quality of life for residents in 
historic West Augustine and surrounding 
areas” and stated to date they had 21 letters 
of support from State, City and County 
officials, local clergy, St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office and Flagler Hospital. He 
advised that an engineer, architect, 
consultant and developer had been hired 
and concluded that Wells Fargo and Bank 
of America issued a grant to cover soft 
project costs. He requested Commission 
support for a resolution.    
 
Dwala Willis, Board Member, West 
Augustine Historical CDC, restated the 
CDC’s intent to assist West Augustine 
residents with long-time financial and 
medical disparities. She discussed their 
partnership with Flagler Hospital to create a 
desperately needed West Augustine health 
village with on-site, follow up and preventive 
care for increases in diabetes, hypertension 
and kidney disease, with medical providers 
for mental health, illness, vision, dental, 
substance abuse and pharmacy. She 
advised of the plan with Flagler Hospital for 
a medical mobile bus and a local church on-
site vaccine location that would assist with 
vaccinating over 275 residents, when prior 
to this action only 3% of blacks in St. Johns 
County were reported as vaccinated. She 
concluded the City’s support with CDC 
resources would allow the project to move 
forward and positively impact and change 
the historic West Augustine trajectory.  
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline thanked Ms. 
Willis and Mr. White for their service and 
project support and for spreading 
information to the community. She noted the 
Commission was amiable to a letter of 
support and a resolution.   
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Mayor Upchurch thanked Ms. Willis and Mr. 
White for their work achieved in the 
community.  
 
MOTION 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline MOVED to 
write a letter of support to the 
appropriate legislative and executive 
bodies as well as the appropriate 
resolution to be brought back to the next 
meeting. The motion was SECONDED by 
Mayor Upchurch.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:     Sikes-Kline, Upchurch, Horvath, 

    Blonder       
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
7.A.3. Request for commission support 
regarding bills introduced to respond to 
sea‐level rise and inland flooding.  
 
Mr. Regan reviewed the topic and the 
accompanying HB 1379 / SB 1186 which 
prohibited rising appraisal values for 
elevated homesteaded and non-
homesteaded residential properties during 
homeowner mitigation resulting in negative 
taxation. He stated a constitutional 
amendment was required; therefore, there 
were two necessary joint resolutions; House 
Joint Resolution 1377 and Senate Joint 
Resolution 1182. 
 
Mr. Regan summated the focus of 
comprehensive SB 1954 as planning, 
creating appropriation funding, establishing 
requirements to make vulnerability 
assessments possible for communities and 
establishing requirements for a State 
comprehensive vulnerability and risk 
assessment. He reviewed what the bill 
package would provide for the community 
and he requested Commission 
endorsement.1 
 
 

 
1 Included with original Commission packet 

MOTION 
 
Commissioner Blonder MOVED that the 
Commission endorse these summarized 
bills and follow with a supporting 
resolution. The motion was SECONDED 
by Commissioner Horvath.   
 
Commissioner Blonder thanked City staff 
and those who assisted with getting priority 
bills to the legislature. She suggested 
prioritizing and preparing a resiliency topic 
list to enable expedient proposal submittal 
for emerging funding opportunities from 
organizations such as the following National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) FEMA. 

 
Commissioner Blonder encouraged Mr. 
Regan to explore the addition of City staff to 
prepare and submit these resiliency 
proposals to capitalize on opportunities. She 
recommended partnering with local and 
regional academic institutions for research 
and suggested the Building Code Task 
Force for New Construction continue their 
plan development to educate and promote 
residential property owners’ participation in 
voluntarily raising structures for tax breaks.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:    Blonder, Horvath, Sikes-Kline,  
    Upchurch     
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
7.B. Items of Great Public Importance 
 
(None) 
 
7.C. Other Items Requiring Public 
Hearing 
 
(None) 
 
8. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS – 
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED 
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8.A. Ordinances – Second Reading 
 
(None) 
 
8.B. Ordinances – First Reading (only if 
required by law) 
 
(None) 
 
8.C. Resolutions – Public Hearing (only if 
required by law) 
 
(None) 
 
9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS - 
NO PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED 
 
9.A. Ordinances – First Reading 
 
(None) 
 
9.B. Resolutions 
 
9.B.1. Resolution 2021‐11: Amends the 
special events calendar to reschedule 
the Rhythm & Ribs Festival.  
 
Isabelle Lopez, City Attorney, reviewed the 
Resolution which permanently rescheduled 
the Rhythm & Ribs Festival to October. She 
advised that for clarity, the accompanying 
Exhibit “A” included all events itemized and 
contemplated by the original resolution and 
noted events were not included if they did 
not require the use of Francis Field or road 
and bridge closures. 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline MOVED to 
pass Resolution 2021-11. The motion 
was SECONDED by Commissioner 
Horvath. 
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:     Sikes-Kline, Horvath, Blonder, 
     Upchurch 
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
10. STAFF REPORTS AND 
PRESENTATIONS 
 

10.A. Final Report by Commissioner 
John Valdes on the Building Code Task 
Force for New Construction.  
 
David Birchim, Director, Planning and 
Building, summarized the Building Code 
Task Force for New Construction (BCTF) 
Final Report goals and recommendations 
based on their four meetings and thanked 
the following BCTF members for 
volunteering: 
 

• Sarah Ryan 

• Rob Matthews 

• Robin Moore 

• Jon Benoit 

• Les Thomas 

• Irene Arriola 

• John Wooldridge 

• Commissioner John Valdes 
 
Mr. Birchim reviewed Final Report adoption 
procedures, noting the State required the 
Planning and Zoning Board (PZB) to review 
and make recommendations for all changes 
to the Land Development Code, and Flood 
Mitigation Code changes required FEMA 
approval. He concluded that after all 
necessary reviews, the Final Report would 
return to the Commission for final adoption. 
 
The Commission discussed: 
 

• Shade trees acted as straws and 
provided significant water retention 

• Lot grading plan required elevation 
surveys 10 feet into neighbor’s 
property on all sides, causing 
possible need to re-survey homes 

• Additions 400 square feet or more 
would trigger re-surveying and 
submittal of new plans 

• Educational materials provided to 
residents were to the betterment of 
the community and homeowners 

• Addition of rain gardens and rain 
barrels in swales to assist City 
drainage system 

• Native wetland materials  
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The Commission expressed gratitude 
towards Mr. Birchim, the Final Report and 
BCTF success within only four months.  
 
Mayor Upchurch confirmed procedurally 
that Mr. Birchim required a motion to accept 
the Final Report to be forwarded to the PZB 
for review, with recommendations from the 
Commissioners about exploring other 
suggestions. 
 
Commissioner Blonder requested the 
following spelling error corrections: 
 

• Goal #3B ‘impervious’ instead of 
‘imperious’  

• ‘damning’ on page 85 
 
Commissioner Blonder requested the 
following additions and modifications for 
future BCTF plans: 
 

• Include larger commercial 
construction projects 

• Create additional incentives for 
sustainable and resilient stormwater 
management, including rain 
gardens, bioswales and rooftop 
gardens 

• Requested staff review of Goal #1) 
A) 2) a) regarding lot grading and 
stormwater for more on-site water 
retention 

• Size and number of shade trees to 
be planted were important and 
required specification 

• BCTF recommendation should 
mirror the City Tree Ordinance which 
listed allowable native tree species  

 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline requested 
inclusion of rooftop gardens and specific 
tree size and species within the 
recommendations. 
 
MOTION 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline MOVED to 
accept the Final Report and forward it to 
the PZB for review with 
recommendations from Commissioner 
Blonder and Commissioner Sikes-Kline 

as added items supported by the 
Commission. The motion was 
SECONDED by Commissioner Blonder.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:    Sikes-Kline, Blonder, Horvath,  
     Upchurch 
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
11. ITEMS BY CITY ATTORNEY 
 
11.A. Legislation update. 
 
Mayor Upchurch stated the Commission 
packet included the Legislative update from 
the City Attorney; therefore, no specific 
presentation would be made.  
 
12. ITEMS BY CITY CLERK 
 
12.A. Request for two appointments on 
the Historic Architectural Review Board 
(HARB).  
 
Darlene Galambos, City Clerk, advised the 
Commission that two applications were 
received, and both applicants were current 
HARB members and eligible for re-
appointment:  
 

• Catherine Duncan 

• Jon Benoit 
 

Commissioner Sikes-Kline MOVED to re-
appoint Catherine Duncan and Jon 
Benoit. The motion was SECONDED by 
Commissioner Horvath.  
 
VOTE ON MOTION 
 
AYES:     Sikes-Kline, Horvath, Blonder,  
     Upchurch 
NAYES:  None 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
12.B. Notification of a vacancy on the 
Code Enforcement, Adjustments & 
Appeals Board (CEAAB).  
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Ms. Galambos notified the Commission of 
the vacancy, the position was being 
advertised and applications would be 
brought back to the Commission.  
 
Ms. Galambos advised that Jamie Perkins, 
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 
Administrator, requested to schedule a CRA 
meeting on March 22, 2021 at 4:00 PM, 
prior to the Commission meeting. 
 
There was Commission consensus to hold 
the CRA meeting at the specified time. 
 
13. ITEMS BY CITY MANAGER  
 
(None) 
 
14. ITEMS BY MAYOR AND 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline advised that SB 
522 regarding short-term rentals would be 
heard on Thursday, March 25th, and the 
Florida League of Cities would notify Lena 
Juarez, City Lobbyist, on the manner with 
which to act, and Ms. Juarez would advise 
the Commission. She stated three new bills 
regarding short-term rentals had been filed 
and were friendly to the City’s cause. 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline stated the Board 
of County Commissioners (BCC) had 
discussed a fifth penny for the value-added 
tax (VAT) at a March 2nd meeting, and it 
appeared to be on a fast track. She stated 
the topic would be presented to the Tourist 
Development Council (TDC) on March 11th 
with requested recommendations due to the 
BCC by April 5th. She noted the 
Commission was previously on record with 
a vote under Commissioner comments in 
support of a fifth penny for the TDC, 
specifically for transportation needs 
pertaining to infrastructure. She asked the 
Commission to quickly consider the topic 
based on the time restriction. 
  
Mayor Upchurch indicated his unfamiliarity 
with the issues and stated he did not serve 
on the Commission when they went on 
record; therefore, he deemed it appropriate 

to revisit the topic with background 
information due to personnel changes, so 
the Commission would understand available 
options prior to making a decision. 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline asked Mr. Regan 
to assimilate reasons to support the fifth 
penny for presentation and discussion at the 
March 22nd Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Regan clarified with Commissioner 
Sikes-Kline that the Commission position on 
record with the TDC was to advocate for 
transportation improvements, including a 
parking garage, shuttle operations and 
emerging transportation issues, and that 
she was asking colleagues to maintain their 
position on the fifth penny with planned 
discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Upchurch clarified that Mr. Regan 
would take the lead on the topic. 
 
Commissioner Sikes-Kline stated she was 
intrigued with and supported Commissioner 
Blonder’s suggested priority list for ‘shovel 
ready’ resiliency projects. 
 
There was Commission consensus 
regarding the necessity of a resiliency 
project priority list with encouragement of 
public input.  
 
Mr. Regan advised a presentation would be 
prepared to discuss the current status of 
resiliency projects at a future meeting. 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:43 P.M.2 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Tracy Upchurch, MAYOR 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Darlene Galambos, CITY CLERK 

 
2 Transcribed by Laura Morse 
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P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, The City of St. Augustine recognizes that wildlife species are declining at an 
unprecedented rate. Globally there are over a million species endangered with extinction and one-
third of North American wildlife species are at increased risk of extinction in the coming decades; 
and 

WHEREAS, human health ultimately depends on well-functioning ecosystems and that 
biodiverse regions can better support food production, healthy soil and air quality and can foster 
healthy connections between humans and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, The City of St. Augustine is working to build a healthy, sustainable and wildlife-
friendly community that brings the many benefits of nature to all corners of our community through 
the Mayors Monarch Pledge initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, Garden for Wildlife Month and the Mayors Monarch Pledge are national initiatives 
of the National Wildlife Federation that empowers Americans to support local wildlife, like the 
monarch butterfly, birds and pollinators, by planting native plants in their garden and throughout 
the community to help restore and connect habitat; and

WHEREAS, the City of St. Augustine urges all citizens to support local efforts that protect, 
restore, and conserve habitat and vital environmental resources, as well as foster a greater 
connection between residents and wildlife.

Now therefore, we, the St. Augustine City Commission hereby proclaims May 2021 as Garden 
for Wildlife Month encourages all residents to plant native plants and participate in community 
activities that support and celebrate healthy, sustainable, wildlife-friendly communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the City of St. Augustine to be 
affixed this 10th day of May in the year of our Lord two 
thousand and twenty-one and the four hundred and fifty-
fifth year of the founding of St. Augustine, the Nation’s 
Oldest City.

                      Tracy Upchurch, Mayor
2021-08
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CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

DATE: 

RE: 

John P. Regan, P.E., City Manager 

April 26, 2021 

ResilientStAug branding for Resilience projects 

The Communications Department recently coordinated a branding campaign with the 
Public Works Department and the Chief Resilience Officer to be used in identifying any City 
projects that fall under the category of resilience.  These may include, but are limited to, projects 
such as the FEMA 13 Lift Station Upgrades, Lake Maria Sanchez Stormwater Project, Tideflex 
Valves, and Coquina Park, just to name a few. 

Through a coordinated effort with Marquis, Latimer and Halbeck, Inc. (MLH), a logo was 
designed with the intention of being a companion brand to Resilient Heritage, a branding campaign 
that was designed specifically for the Historic Preservation Division, by MLH, to use for its 
resilience projects that focus on historic assets and inventory in the City. 

The ResilientStAug brand will be used in marketing materials, such as door hangers, 
printed handouts, and presentations, on social media, the city website, and on signage at any project 
site. 

The intent of ResilientStAug branding is to promote to the work being done throughout the 
city specifically as a resiliency effort. 

ResilientStAug uses the same bridge/skyline outline from Resilient Heritage as its 
foundational design.  It includes the ResilientStAug brand inside a grommet box that mimics the 
look of the door dams installed at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Grasses and foliage on the 
outer edges of the grommet box represent the living shoreline and natural habitat that we also 
consider important to resiliency efforts.  The project name will be placed under the image for each 
individual project.  ResilientStAug uses the city “red” color, while Resilient Heritage uses the city 
“blue” color. 

Please see attached samples of the ResilientStAug brand, alongside the Resilient Heritage 
brand.  

Melissa Wissel 
Communications Director 

Page 465 of 493



ResilientStAug Branding Sample

Presented to City Commission, April 26, 2021

Companion branding with Resilient Heritage
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South Davis Shores Resiliency Project

Inquiries may be directed to the Public Works Department
Phone: 904.825.1040  |  Email: PublicWorks@CityStAug.com

Another #ResilientStAug project of the City of St. Augustine

Project Description

Tracy Upchurch, Mayor  |  Nancy Sikes-Kline, Vice Mayor  |  Roxanne Horvath, Commissioner
John Valdes, Commissioner  |  Barbara Blonder, Commissioner 

John Regan, P.E., City Manager  |  Meredith Breidenstein, CPA, Asst. City Manager

Reuben Franklin, P.E., Public Works Director  |  Todd Grant, Utilities Director

Jessica Beach, P.E., Chief Resilience Officer

This construction is an extension of the flood mitigation project that began
at Coquina Park in 2019.  The result is intended to minimize the occurrence
of sunny day flooding and to reduce the duration and severity of flooding

during exceptional weather events (not including hurricanes).

www.CityStAug.com/SouthDavisShoresResilience

Sam
ple
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